Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 




: 




I 






i  




3 



> 



/ 



/ ^ 



\ 



ll 



f,/ ^^ tyy^r:^^*<^-^ 



t^mmtrnm^t^mm^mf^mmamam^m 



JOURNAL 

OF 
IS 

Portugal mi g)pm* 



« fc 



A JOURNAL. 

OF TUB 

CAMFAIGJ^ 

' IN 

PORTUGAL AND SPAIN, 

CONTAINING 

REMARKS 

ON 

THE INHABITANTS, CUSTOMS, TRADE, 

AND CULTIVATION, 

FROM THE YEAR 1809 TO 1813. 



^■0**.0^4 



BY THE LAT£ 

MAJOR-GEN. HENRY ^CKINNON. 



^»»##>#^»»#»^^>#»^«\»»^»^#»^#i»#»»##<N»##'.#»»«»# l #l#^>»^<»Jii#. 



BATH, 

PRINTED FOE CHARLES DUFFIELD^ BOOKSELLER^ 

MILSOM^TBEET, 

Bj Bcnj- Higmaa, Upper Borongli-Walls; 

AMD SOLD BT 
MESSfU. LONGMAN, HURST, AND CO. PATSENOSTfeO-ROW, 

LONDON; 

ANU BY ALL OTHER BOOKSELLERS* 

1813. * 



DC 

Z3Z 












PREFACE. 



JLN offering this smaU Work to tJiePvUic, U 
is humUy Jtoped, that the Indulgence of ihe 
Reader will he granted to a great Extent. — 
It never having been intended to stray beyond 
the partial Eyes of Relatives, much allowance, 
therefore, must be m,ade for Matter and Lan^ 
guage; for what may be amusing, or even 
deemed valuable, in the Closet of Friendship, 
may be very ur^t to m£et the less prejudiced 
JTudgment of the World. 
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VI. 

Conscious Iww little tJiis Journal is calcu- 
lated to withstand the scrutinizing SeverUy of 
^3SBin> II^Smmj' -*6 iiyseroeiy ^fftdt al no TTBiie 
during the Period of Wrtting U did a Thought 
occur thai it was destined to approach the Bar 
of the PubliCy hut performed with all the Free- 
dom of fatnUiar Intercourse; yet the Facts 
narrated are fomided on OMcrvationy and a 
strict regard to Truth. 

The frequent Repetitions (unavoidable in 
this Mode of Communication) may appear te- 
dious; but the Interest excited by the great 
Cbfl»^ in ^itbhSSi iiKe iJOfAMpj^ tOdumries ^re ^ 
^geTi^mt ^fWir^^'s Dcl^Mpti^ <6f &ie Mah- 
•nf7% tows €^iS8l0im af Hue IMtaUtantt&^nb "Glth 
mtn^tUm M. ^leit (^R)de iff OMttdiiliOfh Pf^ 

«%kealB«mc^ rtM, fn sofHe MeHsiire, m is hi^^ 

M» Uifii p^i^Mfa^ ^ Bef§f!fii of Tl$ti!t 
infant Boys, who are ^g^epribed 0f ffce ^MftMte 



VII. 

Assistance of a Father to guide them in the 
Paths of Life — the Motive, therefore, that leads 
to the exposing to Public View so trifling a 
Composition, may plead an Excuse, should it 
be fomvd insignificant and uninteresting. 
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POMTUGAJL. 



Sacatem, ^prtt 9^ 1809. 

XJEAVE this place M^ith the brigade of guards i 
pass through the villages of Povoa and Alverca^ 
on the Tagus^ and arrive at Alhandra^ where vre 
remain for the night. The Ta^s here contracti^ 
itself; the right bank on which we are is very 
hilly; the country covered with olives, vines, 
and occasionally orange gardens. Large vesseU 
come to this port from Lisbon. The marshy 
low islands of the Tagus opposite to thi& pla^e 
are full of cattle. 

^pril 10. — This day*d m^rch the country is 
much the sume along the Tagus : pass througil 
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Villa Franca and Castanheira, beautifully si- 
tuated amongst the finest orange groves I have 
yet seen : beyond Villa Franca a very wide 
valley branches away from the Tagus, After a 
march of about ten miles we arrive at Villa Nova 
— a very poof village; it must, however, afford 
quarters for about SOOO persons. The situation 
is beautiful, commanding the valley of the Ta- 
gus and another running up the .country; the 
hills about Kere are covered with pines, the val- 
lies only in cultivation. 

April II. — **•• and myself are lodged at this 
place, in a house without furniture or window 
fraaa^ ; but itt this delicious climate neither are 
WMiting. We haM. this ^ay. , 

.^^il 14.-^Con1snqe our march to Alcoentre ; 
t^ whole road leading<fT%r uncultivated ground; 
tite dJEtance I caiculate at 1& miles ; during 
which space we Gaiy passed one house, which ap- 



trees I could see. Aleoentre is something more 
than a village^ and contains a castle of the Coiint 
de yimieira^ which is the only thing like a 
chateau I have bhserved- in the countiy; it is 
much out of repair^ like all the buildings I have 
seen' in IN^rtugal. / 

^prU 15. — Set out at 5 o'clofck this mocning; 
arrive at 10 o'clock ; I calculate the distance at 
10 miles. The country uncultivated, except new 
the little village of Seara ; two miles from thence 
pass through a pine and cork wood^ the latter 
much larger than those vee met with in yesterday^s 
march : soil mostly sand^ in some parts of the 
road very deep. Saw on the heath a herd of 
sixty oxen ; no other cattle till we arrived- at the 
heights above the fine valley of Rio Mayor; the 
herdsmen were mounted on ponies^ vnth long 
staflfs. We were joined at this place by a bri- 
gade of the line of 1500 men^ ours in the right; 
column now consists of - 200 cavalry^ a brigade 
of artillery, 2300 guards, 1500- of the line. I 
have a good room to myself, in which is a smaU 
library ; amongst others, a lilemaque in French, 
, which was left by a Frenchman who occupied 
those quarters before the battle of Yimieira. 

AprU 17.— Went to-day with Gen. Sherbrook 
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to Caldasj 15 miles to the westward, near tlie 
coast. The face of the country, till you get 
near the to\tD, one unjoterrupted heafh, with oc- 
casional pine trees. The whole country seems to 
liave been convulsed ; the hills though not ele- 
vated are continual. Caldas is famous for its 
warm baths, the water less warm than the Bath 
springs. As the houses are neat, I apprehend it 
to have been a place of fashionable resort in 
better times ; at present every house is filled n ith 
soldiers, to tbe number of 5000. At th« dis- 
tance of two miles from Caldas is the town and 
castle of Obidos; it is seen from the road — the 
ancient castle has a fine appearance. This was 
the spot of the first action between Sir A. Wcl- 
lesley and Juoot The river of Obidos runs into 
an irregular bay, the end of which is not far from 
the town ; the bar renders this bay of little use 
for shipping. The distance from Obidos to the 
peninsula of Peniche is four leagues, which 
equals 12 miles, 18 of their leagues to a degree. 
I forgot to mention that the heights are full of 
gumcestas, a plant which contributes to beautify 
this country ; they have also the myrtle and wild. 
lav^der but partially. 

jipril 18. — We expected to have gone on to 
:9atalha; but 
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that Sk A. Welleslej is to take the command of 
the atmj, and ^r John Craddoek to go to Gib^ 
rattar. The 16th dragoons are landings and 
more ttoops expected. 

JprU 31 .'.^March t^iisi day from Rio Major 
to Batalha^ 1 1 hours marcb^ about 37 miies^ 
across the Junto mountains^ which vre now have 
on our right ; their summits are white^ which is 
the character of all the stone in this, part of th^ 
country; it appears to me to be a cloi^ grained 
sand stone. At the foot of the hills is an oUve 
plantation for near 20 miles in lengtli^ and un- 
equal breadth ; but I am surey during this day's 
marcb^ I cannot have neen less than 20^000 acres 
planted in rows! in some places there is cultiTa* 
tion under them^ but generally heath. . We 
passed through several ^ scattered villages — Can^ 
diciroB at 2 leagues; Moscano at 4^;> Carvatos 
6 ; and Batalha 7, from Rio Mayor. The con^ 
vent of l^talha is too cetebrated for me iiot to 
say a few words in its praise. I understand, that 
the particulars of this exquisite piece of workr 
manship will shortly be given in England. The 
great entrance was built by the founder^ John I. ; 
it is ornamented with initumerable figures ; and 
ftrom the nature of the stone^ which approad^ 
to whit$ marUe; the work is in the high^ pre^^ 
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'tei^ation : the window over the door is equally 
Worked^ and ia a very peculi&r style of elegance : 
the cloisters are more beautiful than any I have 
ever seen^ except at Burlem '; in this one particu- 
lar it is exceeded^ the chapter-house joins the 
^cloister/ and though simple^ its forms are pecu- 
tiaiily elegant. But this inimitable pile of build- 
ing is rendered inost celebrated by the unfinished 
royal cliapel^ the great entrance to which^ in la- 
bbiir aiid minuteness^ exceeds the ivory work of 
ehfina^ the ornaments being entirely filagreed, it 
could only have been done in the hardest and 
finest grain stone ; its shape is singular^ being the 
segment of three circles : the other parts of this 
chapel/ which is a circle of large dimensions^ are 
OTnainented with exquisite taste and great labour 
in every part, beyond any thing that ever came 
und^r my^ observation : it never was roofed in> 
and is consequently more ruinous than the other 
parts of the convent, which makes it desirable 
that drawings should be taken of every part of it. 
I can take upon myself to say, that there is not 
siich a 'specimen of gothic architecture in France 
m England. Iii Spain there may; tb^ orna- 
ments and general style of the buildings are quite 
fliflferewt frotn those in the two fdrmer countries, 
wfaicii is 'to be attributed to the mixture of 
Moorish ^architfectiife. The inhabited puitts of 
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this bnU^ng iBgtfi jviodenD. M rtisie comtid U 
Ticbytbe monks tieaAqflihe'offi^er^ ^ the numr 
J>er of thii^ty^ i» a^^o^r. S^inVbais ^iftnaied 
io a rich ytflley, yfi^fyof^^ofik timber. 

j(<pr2r38.«-C<mtiiiue i^jarxo9LXf^ tpdLeyiia^ s8 
milesy 3lhQUf 6 ^march. T4ie $«ie old ^cas;^ of 4his 
ia$t towD^ situated xm a-loftyi^fHkj ^rnQn sap^aiB. 
Lejria is plficod iait i^e .ttmoncOf [two ^rifib j«Uie% 
and is distp^iit aJ^out l^ miles ?from ^^e «sw:; cbuit 
as there is no^portbutfor {fi^ingiboats^ there b 
no trade. It would be iv^y ^asy :^o .make a .qanid 
for passQge^ if rthey couM make any<thing^x>f f<^ 
,port: I should like lo see;it done^ as 'the iCQuotiy 
is picb^ the ftgrteulture good, and :4be /people 
intelligent. Muchimi^bt be done in thiacQuntiy 
if they once ;get rid of their monks^ .and rthek 
^goyernment> rboth «of Vfhich we mc icqmc fto 
•support. 

April VI. — ^W^nt ftgain '^y^sterday^ to B^taUm^ 
and* dined in theiMll with tbe tnHiiiks;tth0re;aie 
only twdye fathei s : }|bere is. a table tfoimd tfame 
sides of the hi^U^ i the i whole wasjeoivieiied jwith 
cloth9> and you only :«it mi , one .side^«n|th .your 
back to the wall: tbe.hatt is Tiuaiy;ed> jupl^aui^ 
bftJE^t^outlO&tfeetJoi^^^aiidiQrijbro^^. clc^&d 
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that Mr. Murphy^ in a work which appears in 
numbers^ has given eyery particular of this mo- 
nastetj. His work, I believe, is called " Speci- 
mens of Gothic Architecture." The chapter- 
room, which I again viewed with new pleasure, 
IB the most perfect room I ever beheld; it is 
about 63 feet long, and of the same breadth: 
the view from the end opposite the door, which 
embraces the windows and the beautiful cloisters, 
is beyond any thing I ever saw in point of effect. 
I still think the door of the unfinished royal 
chapel the most laboured production of the later 
gothic style. The outside of this building is 
finished with equal care ; the roof is of stone, 
with a spire of open work, and many of the ex- 
terior ornaments (of which there is a great 
abundance) have been much injured by the great 
earthquake of 1754. The convent itself is built 
round several court-yards, filled with orapge 
trees, which I am assured produce fruit nine 
months in every year. The monks have the ap- 
pearance of great innocence and simplicity; 
they are not allowed to go out of the convent 
wiAout leave of the superior ; their drcssi is a 
white gown and pelarine ; ; when they go out 
they wear, a sort of cocked hat. The library is 
yory: ins%nififcaAt> and seemingly neglected ; tbe^^ 
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may^ perhaps^ have hid their best books^ as the 
room was used.a^ a bed-chamber for the officers^ 
when the troops marched through the town. 

May 2,-— The 3Qth of April we received an 

order for an immediate march 'at 10 o'clock^ and 

got on our way about 12. We arrived at Pombal 

About 6 in the evening. The road lay over 

heaths till we descended into the valley^ vt^here 

the towii is situated ; it has it» eastle^ like lieyria^ 

placed on thp ^summit of a detached hill ; I had 

time to get up to it before it became dark ; the 

river can be distinguished for 8 or 10 milei!» 

running through an extensive and fertile valley. 

March the next, morning for Goiiduseat Wo 

were this day 7-^ hours on the road> the latter 

part of whif^h wa9 indifferent. It appears to me^ 

that the fine road^ which I presume was intended 

(by the Marquis de Pombal) to communicate 

foetwen Lisbon and Opoito^ has only reached the 

village of Redinba; from thence to Coimbra it 

is narrow and ill paved; but on the other handj 

the country becogEnes delightful^ every whens 

cultivated^ every where fruitful ; add the general 

features beautiful heyond description. Ci^uduisea 

is placed in an enchanting valley^ n^nr the fu\i\% 

of the ancient Coimbrica, whidi are still veiy 

perfects, .From lience a thr^ h^ts' nuiixli cu- 
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ried us to'Coimtira. The 'iatermediate coiorinr 
presents all the andulations Of Wales ; the great- 
est fertility ; -the TineyardH crown the summits of 
the bills, and are interspersed with olives, oranges,. 
apricots, nnd ahaoat every variety of fruit trees; 
lud to add ix) tjie eDchantmait, yoo have occa- 
nonally the oak and pine, aad rills of ^limpid 
water-^noihing is ^vanted ito make the banks oi 
IbelVfond^o one of the most desirable spotein 
nature. You have a mBgoIBoent view of :tJie 
city on the f(HtL>'befope your arrival, whichxem- 
mands a cofititiued ^a^petit 'of'the river above «uid 
l>elow the town formany -miles. Thesituatron of 
tfao'town is the happiest'] ever recollect seeing. 
The university contains ^a library, finely built, 
and a considwdble collection'of books. The si- 
tuation of the obsefvftt-ory is very good, arid iu 
addition to' tbe< cUraate, must unite every advan- 
^tage for observation. The university, which is 
^tbe <mly one in 'Portugal, contaias seven chairs 
«f droit cononique, tenof droit civilo, seyen of 
Medicine, oae of mathematics, and one of music : 
■it has 18xolleges,but"ihe students reside in the 
Vown ; the buitdings therefore are. allotted to 
<hediffisrent professions -and classes. The con- 
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iBit this ihtm^ht the h^ad^qiiBrtetB of <lfir Wtti^, 
is the krgeisrt^ havidg several ittitneBse galto^ies^ 
one that I measored Was 140 yiurds in ledgtb/and 
another of 100 yards. The gardens are the'fltieft 
in Portugal. Their library contains an immense 
numbt^r of ancient manUsciripts^ biit all relaltibg'to 
divinity^ and a very compile boUec^ion of French 
journals of science, i am qbart^red^ with baff 
the r^hient, in the convent of the order Of St, 
Bernard: we feast every day with the moriks^ 
who entertain us sumptuously. I have to ttiyself 
a sitting and a bed-room^ with apartments adja- 
cent for TOfy servants. The masnve silver which 
is in my dressing-room would make a service of 
plate in England. The bridge over the Mon» 
dego^ although it is only apparehily remarkable 
for its length (I should suppose « of about 700 
yards)^ yet has the pecvAiarity of being built 
upon another bridge^ which itself bad been 
choaked by the drifting of the sand from ^tim 
upper part of the river ; and as 'fyx as I can 
judge^ a similar fate awaits the present bridge,, 
which may in time force them to build one ad 
infinitum. 

A% 6.--Cblm6ftt.~I believ^e I iMVe observed 
that thtfre is a coat' of sand difiVised^over e^ ery 
part of Porti%al front Lisbon to Coimbra. lift 
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land i» much better treated than i had reason ta 
expect; manure is generally usqd^ and the 
ploughed lands harrowed : the oxen are of a 
very large size, and uniYBrsally used for draught. 
They have a very ingenious wpy of irrigating 
their lands; I observed it .particularly on the 
banks of the Lis, above Leyria; byt there mu$t 
be a current, in which cage the water, ie made to 
draw itself up ; by which nvemis, land above tJie 
natural bed ^f the river, n\ay be watered without 
any manual labour, the machinery, which is e^%r 
trcmely simple, being opce prepared, and proper 
furrows made for the reception of the. water op. 
the lands intended fur irrigation. 

May 13. — Oforto.r^Ow marches, to this place 
have been, on the 9th to the village of Mogo^. 
fores, a nmrch of 9 hours — on the 10th to Al- 
bergavia Nova, , 12 hwrs* march. Immediately 
after passing the Vonga, the head of our column 
was engaged with about 800 French cavalry, 
and 700 infantry — this day they made little re- 
sistance. At Albergavia NQva I took ^ up my 
quarters where 15 French soldiers had, Jodg^ 
until within six hours of our arrival. The vil- 
lage had been cornpletely vplundered ; . a^lbthe 
furniture br^^ben, and every ;other sort of deprt*- 
dation conmiitted--^I nefed only ^^jv that thejf 
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liave^ acted up to this . system all the way to ^ 
Oporto. On the 1 1th we marched to Souto Re- 
dondo^ only four or five hours. I was fortunate 
eaough lo get into a carpenter's shop, with five 
officers. The troops in our front had been en- 
gaged for several hours this day, principally 
about Feira^ which may be five miles in front 
of Souto Redondo. Some men were lost on both 
sides ; our number I have not ascertained ; we 
may have taken 200 prisoners. Our advance 
g^t within two miles of Oporto, and posted 
thjcinselves opposite to a corps of 5000 French, 
which had come out of Oporto to cover the re- 
treat of theii^ advanced corps. The whole of the 
French withdrew at dosk — ^pass the bridge at 
night, which they completely destroyed by fire. 
At three o'clock in the morning of the 12th 
march in ten hours to the river. Four British 
regiments, under Gen. Paget, cross the Dourq 
in boats, four miles above the town. By this 
bold measure, which no one dreamt of, the 
Prench to a considerable amount left the town 
in confusion, abandoning some guns and several 
ammunition waggons. They took post in. force 
on a ridge of hills about four miles on the Ama- 
rante road, from whence they retired in the jaight 
— ^the details will be given in Sir Arthur's dis^ 
patches. We crossed the Douro in the town. 
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iqg' wbieh time the French y^^ce still 
out of it 



Having dMiuisfed the fighting part of my ac- 
eount^ of C^orto, I will now proceed to give 
you a very imperfect account of the town. Like 
Lisbon^ it ia built on very irregular ground, 
indicative of the convulsions of nature which it 
has undergone. It is sitiiated about three miles 
from the sea. As the riv^r is very miicb confined 
between the mountains, it is not above 250 yards( 
over at the towQ^ though it carrier a very large 
body of water. I have observed that this^ and 
most other rivert in PprtugaU are not discoloured 
by the floods, which is a proof of the soil being 
sand; I have not seen any other soil from Lis- 
bon to Braga, a distence of 250 miles. The 
town of Oporto is ill built ; but has a great ap- 
pearance of opulence. The Bisliop^s palace is 
vemarkable for the ma^ficenee of its staircase; 
it was plundered like the rest of ibe town, by 
the French— thirty people we«e killed in dif- 
ferent earners of the building ^ring the phmder^ 
which hasted three days, and e^t the city near a 
thousand of its inhahitant» massacred in eold 
blood. If an inhabitant refused his purse, he 
was often fUA thro«i^ the body--but away ftom 
thia sceM of horfor.-^HM pubhe buildiiaga m% 
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Qpocto ar^ opt ^qual ta those of Coimbm. I 
did npt observe an^ remiivliablechuirch : iis eiH 
YiroDs. are picturesque and i/idl cultivated. 

ilfaj/ 14 — Leave this pla<ce ; vmvA to Villa 
KQ;^a^ 11 hours; bad road; eouutfy inclosed; 
pass a river like the Wye. About four mika 
before our arrivaJ at Villa Nova the couq^try oom* 
tiauea beautiful^ and most of it cultivated. 

May 15. — March to Braga^ 6i hours ; couutf j 
still inclosed^ and equally picturesque and beau^. 
tiful^ more like England wouhl be^ had it vines, 
olives^ and oranges. Braga is a considerable 
town. I am lodged with a grocer^ who has given 
me a good dinner^ coffee^ and a good reception. 
The French army^ which we are now pursuiog;, 
is two leagues off, pn the road to Chaves. 

May 16. — Pursue the French for IS hours ; 

« 

come up with them at Salamonde^ in the moun- 
tains^ on the r^ad to Chaves-^drtve them out of 
the town, which they had destroyed. The at- 
tack was made by the guards and two fieidr 
pieces : the main body, preceded by the light 
infantry, attacked the enemy in the main road— - 
seven companies supporting their right up to the 
summit of the mountains. This night we sleqp 
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6n the ground. The Fretich having lighted 
their fires, they served our men to cook their din- 
ners, and dry their cloaths, ivhich were wet 
through, it having rained the whole of this day. 
I will here pay a tribute to Sir Arthur r-^I Aras 
near hira, by his orders, when the attack was 
about to conitnence ; and I can confidently say, 
that he gave his orders for the arrangements pre- 
ceding the attack, in the coolest and most de- 
termined manner. If I had never seen him but 
at that moment, I could decide upon his being 
a man of a great mind^ His conduct during 
this short campaign gives him the first rank 
among the British generals of the day. 

May 17* — Continue onr pursuit to Freoscas^ 
near Montalegre> 14 hours. The rear guard was 
stationed this nigbt two leagues to the. n^th- 
ward of Montalegre, in Spain. Here we hand 
the enemy over to Gen. Beresford ; as they have 
destroyed the whole of their artillery, the Portu- 
guese may be able to finish the business — we 
are called elsewhere. The whole of the country 
from Braga to Montalegre consists of broken 
precipices ; the distance may be 50 miles ; and 
the roads, or rather paths, along which we went 
were situated in the gorges, about half way be- 
t>reen the summit and river. "VVe generally 
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coasted along the Rio de Monte Alegro^ which is 
limpid in the exti'eme, not even discoloured by 
the raiii. There is a bridge and fall near tleu- 
tannes^ eqiial i6 any thing in Switzerland for 
beauty : upon the whole the mountain scenery is 
not surpassed in any part of the world ; the in- 
dustrious inhabitants have cultivated every spot 
where' soil is to be found. The mountains^ to 
a certain height/ are covered with wild chesnut: 
these and maize constitute the food of the inha- 
bitants^ who are a fine race of people^ at least 

the men/ we saw little of the women. 

» • - •  • 

June 5,—Cotfnbra. — ^Having returned precisely 
theroid we went, I shall not enter into any par- 
ticulars. As the religious orders in this part of 
the world are drawing to a period, I cannot help 
giving some details of the convent of Santa Cruz 
at this place : it is the second in point of wealth 
iti the kingdom/ Alcobaca being the richest'. — 
The rents of the convent aife estimated at' 80,000 
crusadas^ equal to 13,000 at 3s. the crusada; in 
this acicoiiht * is not reckoned gardens^ quintas, 
vineyards for their own lise, and many other ad- * 
vantages. If hey possess one estate near Figii- 
eras, which may contain 13 square miles of good 
ground; atid have the tythes of twelve parishes. 
The monks sfjl^m tcT me to lead a life of the ' 
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greateit iadoleoce, bavuig noUuDg to do but to 
pra^, eat, driak and sleep. The^ get up at five 
in tbe morning, dine at half-past eleven, go to 
bed at half-past twelve, get up at half-past two, ' 
and go to bed again at half-past ten. Thej are 
odIj allowed to go to a coimtr^-seat thirty days 
in the jear, and on particular occasions to paj 
visits in the town ; but thej mu«t go in their car-, 
riage, as thejr are not permitted to walk tbe 
streets. If a mojik has a sister^ he is only al- 
lowed to see her once in the year. This convent 
is of the order of St. Augustine ; the monks are 
called canons regular ; there ought to be eighty 
monks agreeable to the institutioq, but they have 
only fifty : they have forty servants in tbe con- 
Tent, besides out-of-door servants, aod four car- 
riages for the use of the monks : they are oc- 
capied on ordinary occasions three hours of the 
day in prayers, the rest of the time is their own. 
Our stay at Coimbra this time was only two 
days. "VFe are now on our way to Abrantes. 

June 7. — Pombal. — At Coodeixa I visited the 
remains of tbe ancient Coimbrica: Dething hut 
the walls remain, which are of considerable ex- 
tent, and the fields inclosed within it are cov^ed 
with broken pieces of Roman pottery ; medals I 
uoderitood irequei^ly t^ be found here, but I 
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could oat procure &e fagii of aij; o^t Gasdoixa^ 
This is mentioned, m '^ SiWeir^' An^iaquitjes oi 
Lusitania^^' as one of the most considerable Ro- 
man colonies^ and is natieedby Pliny. It k cer- 
tainly in a most fruitful Yalley ; and I nevev saw a 
country more abundantly supplied wiili swings ; 
one of wbicb^ near Condeixa^ is the most oc^sider-. 
abk aft^ the Fontaine de Yochiste I eyer bdield. 
This fine valley appears to continue equally fruit-* 
ful till it joins the Mondfgp opposite to Figue-^^ 
ras. As I have met with nothing wortiiy of re*^ 
madi between tiiis place and Leyria, whicb J 
have not giTen in the fopnier part of this JFpuc|i%l, 
I shall proceed to thd pnb^tep KriM^t^ 

June 8.-T-*March from t^fia in. ft hours to 
Aldea da Cruz^ a sniall TiUagP near Om»m.T- 
The roads intolerably bad^ like all other croi» 
Toads in Portugal : we had to cross ^^ine bigb^ 
ground ; but tim greater part of the road ]iead» 
through plciasant vallifs, wdil cultivated^ and 
produciog ,we,, ladiw c«ro, fl*x, rye, Whet, 
and abundance of fruit. The village where we 
halted fcnr itbe night x^^p* extremely n#at; the 
houses appi^iMg to he qons^tljjr whiterWf^l^ed. 
The cotnyent and cattle Pf Owcm stand OK^ a, 
lofty and isolate hiU, whicb cQpmafid^ a very 
distant vAew'<^ j9).e Tagns, .aod 9$ the ;fi«ft iC^\Hi^ 
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tij bordering on that river^ and the Zezere^ of 
viiich I shall have to speak hereafter. 

June 9. — Continue our route to Tbomar ; 
arrive after a 7 hours* march. The sitaation of 
the town is exceedingly fine; before you arrive 
at it^ you have a view of a magaificent aqueduct 
over a valley^ at least 800 yards broad^ and of a 
great height^ in double arches; the lower rovir 
gotbic^ the upper ro\v of the circular form : the 
mass of stone and labour required in completing 
this stupendous work must have been great, when 
I am sure that its solid mass is three times that 
of Westminster-bridge : it is a work of the 
Moors. Part of the convent of Christy and some 
buildings in the town^ seem to have been erected 
by this race of industrious people. The town of 
l%omar is very neat^ aad contains some good 
houses; it is situated on a river which falls into 
the 2e£ere ; the waters are beautifully limpid, 
which one might have supposed would have sup- 
plied the town without the use of the aqueduct. 

JuAe 11. — ^March this day at five 'o'clock ; in 
6 hours get to Punhete. The first part of the 
road leads through a beautiful and fertile vale, 
whose vraters are industriously used in irrigating 
ihe kudi by the means of wheels^ which are set' 
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'in imilion hy the current of the river. At t]ic( 
end of about four niiTes vfe turned out of the 
Yallejr^ and pass hills covered vrith myrtles^ gum- 
cestus^ vrild lavender^ and other odiierous plants^ 
which embalm the air io an inconcdvaUe de- 
gree. On one of the hills we have a fine view 
of the IVigus from Abrant^ to Santarem^ the 
disttoce of 40 miles. At Pkmhete we p^ss the 
Zezere on a bridge of boats. At flie entrance of 
the town» immediately near the bridge, I haTO 
my quarters. My landlord has charge of the 
materials for repairing the bridge. The situa* 
tion of Pnnhete is one of the happiest in nature : 
it is placed at the confirix of the Tagus and Ze« 
zere^ both ' of which rivers are nyv^ble — ^tlie 
former up to Abrantes^ with flat bqat9 of a coin 
siderable size'— the latter up to Barca Nova. 
The natigation of the Tftgus^ it must be oh* 
served^ in common with most other rivers in Por« 
tugal^ is frequently interrupted in summer; and 
^$ the s;oil is scindy^ the sand-banks^ rf ^hich 
there are great numbers, we apt to shift, to the 
detriment of navigation: I am sonry I have ft 
not in my power to give some account of the 
manners of the people. The small towns, amoi^ 
which I claus Pnnhete, seem to have but few 
gentry ; But there is no want of intell^ence 
among the lower orders; ^ AH their women eo 
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Jiiardboted ; ^ui %>se o£ ilie aMiddliog d^jsses 
are ^fbnd of decoxatiqg themselves with gold 
cb^uis ,aod earHriy^s^ ^vhich -sean to be a neces- 
sary ;part of their dpesa ; they cstill use -hair-|>ow7 
4er ; are lively, and seem^ as far a« I hav^ oli- 
^erved^ ^ojrect in their niaojaersaad mprals. The 
ixten afipear ta foeto.be veig^ food of ta,lkfng. One 
seldom meets 3»iith ^.man in the higher dsfi^ 
^ho wouUi be called ^leU-wformed yi ^oglancl ; 
xipr as 4hejre, scarcely 9,^mx in ^^ jCCHOitry at this 
m^raent g( Juois 13) nwMtse ^f the dan^rous estate 
of affairs^ ^or how "soon they a^ sig^iu likely to he 
imder the cojitroui of Fraoee. AtSaivta Criu;, 
Coimbra^ a copveiit oecupied by gentlemen, 
Xand jsome x)i them pi^teoded t^ be men of 
l^jcning,), I 4;qu]^ wit observe t^luit ^ne of them 
>yas «ppre^sive for the futurej n;or could I 
pejcsu^e th^ Jibrariaii (one *o£ those who had 
t^e best he04 and mi^ cultivated mind]) that 
th^ blow which was likejy to fall on Austria, 
lA^QuId i){>era(te in Fortngal ; and finally^ and 
Wpst materi9^%^ ^^imi the convent^ 1^ >^!^^ 
Ifim to upderstand i;hp.t I considered this as iikp 
mtvaent in which Ihey ought to be occupied in 
making a provision fipr the future. WheA the 
|«lcnnch were last in this couni;ry, the eoi^vents 
iK£ire xxUig^ tp jgive t^^rQ^tbirds of thek revenues 
iMt^ WM w^tJaJb^iiQfi^ and all their plate to h^ 



23 



received at a valuntiou of iheif oynn, under » 
penalty of pajring four-^fold^ if any pari was con* 
cealed. The country-housed (call^ quijita?) €^ 
the gentry, of whic^h there are but few at ^ dis- 
tance from Lisbon, are generally furnished in the 
worst style ; what few pictures they have, whipti 
are always on religious subjeci?, are paijited in It 
^tyle infinitely inferior to the signs of our ]ar|^ 
towns; their tables and chairs are of coinipop 
deal. Or the first wood that falls under their 
haiids ; the chairs are usually backed and seated 
with leather, and ornamented with l^rge brass 
nails, such as you sometimes see in Eiiglan4> of 
the manufactory in the reign of Hepry V. 'There 
seems to me to be little or no ^mber : the piDeji 
I have seen are of no si%e, except tho^e pew 
Leyria ; the olive is by far the most. prevaleiA 
wood, and occasionally yoii see the corktree^ 
which is, I believe, only used for its bark — ^the 
bottom or trunk of the tree is stripped without 
itijurlng it, a\id in the cdurse of tiipe it rep^wp 
itself. There is a great deal pf good wipe in th^ 
country; with a little labour it would jproduce 
the finest in the world — ^but is by po pieaps 
strong. At Condei3:a I tasted some y^ry lij^hi^ 
and not infer ipr to &e petit , bottrgojgneyou 
drink at Paris. At Bucellas, and Sacaveoij^ the 
wines, generally wliite^ are excellent At Opprto 
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vou get very good wines^ - prmcipally from La^ 
inego^ up the Douro. Beyond Braga, and in 
the Tras les Montes^ the wine is sour and ..bad ; 
at all these places it generally sells for about 4A, 
a bottle, in the retail. The want of cleanliness 
in the towns of Portugal has justly been com- 
plaine4 pf : I nee^ only say^ that the streets are 
iiniversally iised for every purpose. . Oporto, and 
the {owns to the north are aq exception ; the in^ 

habitants of those countries have a decided ad^ 

'. . . f '. • " * ' 

va,ntage oyef their brethrei) of the south, . 

June 27. —The army is again set in motion* 
^his .day we marched in 4 hours to Abrantes j 
a town which gives Junot the title of Duke, 
The scafTolding for the illumina^ipns on this im^ 
porlant occasion still remain-r-m9,y tjiey neyer 
serve again iii honouj* of a man whp has been so 
j^eat an enemy to Portugal. The tpwn i» said to 
pontain a^out 2^500 persons : its streets are narr 
row^ and badly payed; and as it is sitpated on i^ 
lofty bin, they are so steep, that it is impossible 
lo ride in many of them in safety, 'J^he Portur 
guese are at this ipoment constructing detached 
works of defenjpe,. The town is about a mil^ 
from the Tagus : the view of the river and adja- 
cent country^ which is covered with tjbe olive, is 
remarjl^ably fipe and very extensive. 



; June :2B.4^Mftrcfa at 2 o'clock^ A.M. 8 hcmrs f 
arrive at ground marked out^ where we construct 
huts. Two or three houses are dignified bj the 
name of St. Domingo in the maps. Next day^ 
29th^ after an 8 hours* march^ find huts con- 
structed for us near a littie deserted village called 
Cardegos. The foUotKng day/ 30th, being 
eight hmirs on H^e march, we got sheker, such 
as it war^ 'at^Sobreria Formosa — and coiild get 
bread to purchase ! 

Jvlff 1 i-^Seven hours carries us from hence to 
the neighbourhood of the small village of Sarze* 
das;^ and again) 2nd, 6 hours brings us* to Castle 
Branco, the residence of the Bishop of Guarda : 
he has a fine palace, and fine gardens filled with 
ill executed atatiiea ; some- Kings of Portugal, 
others Bishops with their mitres ; these are inter- 
mixed with busts, of Roman Emperors, heathen 
Gods, Saints^ our Saviour, the Virgin, and some 
men with large wigi, whom I take to be Portu- 
guese Mini^rir of renown in Portugal, and pro- 
babUfr Boi where ebe— men, who, I doubt not, 
endowed many holy establishments, and coiitri- 
bulttd to the frirapoverishment and niisery of the 
country. . Whoever stands on the lofty walls of 
the Bkli^>|ndace at Castle Branco, and con« 
t'asts the magotficmice of the episcopal resideuce 
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with the ditrrouttding^ country^ would be slmost 
tempted to say^ that this bouudless desert wm 
created bj the pride^ oppression, and ostentatious 
eharkjr of a bigoted and lazy priesthood. There 
are remaias of an old .castle aod walb. The town 
itsctf is ill buiit, and very poor : the only build- 
ing wprtl^ of notice are the cathedral^ and a 
ocmvent ; as usual^ every .thing good belongs to 
the church— every thing ebe has the appearance 
of misery. 

. Ju^Ss — ^Ito 9 hours we .get to the nii^^rable 
TiBage of Ludociro : oile quarter of whieli it 
ccmsunied by a fire, made by our soldiers to 
cook their Hiaat. 



Jufy 4t»'-*-Atnwe inb hours at- siiofiier nisera* 
bte viUaife SHbrdra : . bmld huts in its acigfa* 
^ourhood. More houses burnt by the same ac^ 
eideut as yesterday^ T^^'morrow; early in the 
morning, we eater Spmos Here let me pause a 
little — I shall first begin by giving same account 
of the country between Abrautes and the £lga 
siver> which we cMes to«^morrow> aad which b 
the boundary of the* twd Icsngdoms §bt 50 imles. 
The distaace between AhUntm aud this river it 
about 100 miles, duHag whicfa space jjm haire to 
cf o0 & jrivers wi&eiit bridgeB, wlneb tare outy 
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(ard^We ia irj wf a»|ber. The papulation of this 
extensive tract cannot exceed 4000 s<Hik> inclu^^ 
ing Castle Branco .'And I may say that we passed 
over 5 miles of cultivation^ the remainder left to 
tlie « wid& r^Pge of, .walYei^ Jtavrkes %vd eagles ! 
Xbe .cork.ti:6es^ uk M^y pla^es^ grow/to an im-^ 
9»6ijise size^ and |Piv4}. io beauty the finest oaki? ; 
homier, heathi^.brpc^it^ guimcefttus^ myrtle^ Mim 
evwgsee^y oaks> 4Md « few arlMitus and ptoes 
were. the only tree6 and plaits in the whole of this 
ej^teat. The eye was tir§d in viewing ^o muob 
4^f neglected Batur:e> aad niakes one recollect that 
a long and d^rk nig^t covers ; the human race; 
giybig to few tfae.briUiftnce of day. The popil^ 
latioB of Port^g9l is immeose^ compaMd to its 
euUfvatioa. I hfive now travelkd 700 miles 'ia 
this country, and have bs4 some o^orttamty of 
calculating t^^ qiiiM^ity of hj|d sidMnitted to 
the industry of its inliabitants : . the proportim 
is iQCOiicei\'ably' small^ and ioi general oody eii:- 
tendf^ ropnd its towns and Tillage in proportion 
to their magnitude. The uihabitants live on very 
Uttle ; bread, oil, poipHs^ and' fruit in. small quan*- 
titiesi aad w^^ter, of .which they driiik abundantly, 
sufiply. tUenr wants c this accounts for their num- 
b^Sv One. third the number of , Britons would 
starve on such slender means of support. 
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Jt% 5.— Sevm hmm raareb to' Zansa la Mayor 
first tovni in 

The two eoontries are separated bj the river 
E3ga. The ancient town is on a mouotaki^ on 
one side <^ the river; and ihere is a Spanish 
castle on the oppos:Ho^ side; but it appears to 
have been abandoned long since. I Fod6^^to the 
castle with Col. S*»*«^ : it is of difficult 
access^ in the midst of rocks. I believe we were 
the only two officers of the army who visited it. 
It repaid our curiosity^ being placed on a pireci* 
pice over the river. The « rocks at this f^ace 
appear to ha^ve been rent assmider to give the 
river a free passage. The cduntry-seems to bear 
this wild appeaiunce all the way to the T&gus. 
The desert^ which I have befdte described^ eon-^ 
tinues to the river. The Spanish bank produee9 
abundance of corny although the soil does not 
differ. It must have been the poliiey of Porhigal 
to aieourage this waste^ to give strength to this 
part of their frontier^ which is considered the 
most vulnerable part of the kingdom, — I allude 
to the Tagus^ which is only 3 leagues fron^ beace^ 
and is connected with it in a military point of 
view. 
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JMj) 5s-~Zarw» la Mayor. — This place is si- 
tuated in a plain> greatest part of which is used 
for the production of corn« 

JMy '?.— March T hours^ an dhut for the 
night in a very extensive forest of green oak 
and cork, near the little village of M oratego ;. 
next day march . in 5 hoiirs to Coria^ the see of 
a Bishop ; the cathedral is y&j finely ornamented 
atttside^ something Kke the architecture of Ba<* 
taiha': the town is on an emia^ice' surrounded 
by old walls^ and has a fine bridge, formerly 
over the Alagon, but as the river has shifted 
its direction, it is no longer of any use: the 
following day 8th, we keep the river in sights 
and ford it near Galistco : we hut on the banks* 
of the river. This place, which may contain 
500 people, has its ancient wall : the surround^ 
nig country telongs to Hernaud Nunes, who 
married the heiress of the Duke of Arcos. I> 
omitted saying that Coria belongs to the Duke 
of AWa^ At Galisteo we savv a prodigious^ 
number of sheep travelling northward, perhaps • 
10;QOO, guarded by fine dogs, something like our 
Netvjfo'ttndland, but ^larger; they usually pass 
through &is place ki April, but have been de- 
terred by the tieigfabourhood of the French. — 
Continue in the same valley till we get to Pla- ' 
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f eiicia 0B tbe lOtb^ aftef 8 hcHsrs* march. Here 
Mre get to the mQiintaiBft« .We haTc already 
passed through two fine extensive TaHies ; the 
one in which Moratego is situated^ is left to na- 
ture ; the other^ watered in i4s whole extent by 
tkeAlagon^ is partly cuUivated^ P^^^tly left ta 
oatttre. I have seen nothing like a hec^ or 
diteh to sepatate the lands since my entranee 
isto Sfniu'; and nothing like farmers' houses. 
AU the population resort to the towns^ where 
tbev bring their corn : there are neither sheds/ 
barns^ or any thing but the growing corn*out of 
ike towns. This must create great mconTe- 
aience : agriculture can never flourish' with such 
a system ; the horses that plough^ and the labour- 
ers that reap^ must be exhausted before they ar- 
lElTe at their ground. Pfai^ncia is a town agree* 
ably situated on die banks of tbe Alagoii^ which 
civer is beautifully limpid : the town is on an 
etnioi^ice, at tbe beginning of a range of moun- 
taios^ whicb branch ofif. towards Segovia^ and are 
at ibis moment in many places crowned with 
snow. The town is surrounded by an ancient 
wall^ with innumeraWe towers^ and contains a 
fine cathedal^ restored by ClHurles V, Part of 
the Moorish minarets are still eadsttng in tbe ex- 
terior of the bnilding. The ^reat aiilar eootaing 
fonr pictures of the Comii^ nf the Holy Gboet, 
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the NatiTity, Sec. bj Riez: the eoburing is 
gQ04) and the figures have merit ; but the picture 
v^hicfa pleased me most was a St. Francis in deep 
m^itation^ bj Espagnqietta^ in the chapter^ 
rqpin ; some of Velasquez have been moved^ to 
preTeofc their falliog into the hands of the French, 
with all their manuscripts and archives. The 
revenues of the Bishop exceed SOfiOOi. a year. 
The train of clergy belonging to this church is 
ioifoense ; I do not reckon in their ecclesiastic 
cal guidie less than forty priests attached to> 
it. The serTioe seems to be administered with 
much ttiore dignity and decorum than in Por« 
tligml. TLe houses of the gentry are large and 
ill fiirnished^ such as in England would mot 
be considered habitable — I ^Ltept the Bishop's 
palace. 

July 17. — ^We advanced io Malpartida^ a mi-^ 
serable village^ and remain during the day under 
a bunung san in a piougfaed fields having no 
means of cenatntcting huts .for the troops. 

^ufy 18. — Enter an extensive wood^ and hut 
tins night on IJie baaks of the Tietar^ afler 11 
btmrs' inarch. Continue marching :£lll this day 
in the saiae wood^ andrnfter 11 hours' march bat 
onmAvttSia^n near the 
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Juty 19.— -Having raarched 15 hours^ we gcrf 
to Oropesa. We are deposited in an olive grove 
for tfais nigbt, and the following day ; but as 
we are not allowed to cut the olive trees^ our 
men remain exposed to the scorching sun. * The 
greatest part of Oropesa is occupied by the pa* 
lace of the Duke of Alva^ whose vast possessions 
extend over a great proportion of this part of 
Spain. One of the towers of the ancient castle^ 
which is c<Minectcd with the^modern palace^ cam- 
mands a most extensive view of this immense^ 
yaUty, which extends from Pla^encia to Talavera, 
above 80 miles in length and 40 in breadth^ and 
which is bounded to the south by the Tagus^ and 
the north by the Tietar^ and the fine mountains 
amongst which Charles V. took refuge from 
the cares of this world. The convent is said to 
be placed in a lovely spot at the foot of a moun- 
tain^ which retains snow on its summit the whole 
year : his apartments :are still held sacred, the^ 
furniture never having been moved, it consists of 
a very few necessaries. To return toOropesa^ — . 
After the death of the Duchess of Alva, who 
enlivened the D*****, the property remains in 
dispute between the Crown and the. Duke of *♦*, 
who is at this moment .attached to. the French 
interests* I was curious to see the residence of 
<H^e of the first grandees of Spain: the building. 
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which is very large, and seems io part btit lately 
builtj is furnished in the coarsest style, and at 
total want of comfort reigns through the whole. 
At Oropesa we form our junction with Cuesta*s 
army; they file by us on the 21st, and are said 
to be composed of the following numbers, under 
Cuesta's immediate command: in thi» army, 
30,000 infantry and 6,000 cavalry; and under 
Venegas, on the right of us, about 20,000; this 
is much under the general rate, and I believe to 
be their effective force. Our army consists of 
upwards of 22,500 effective, 2,500 of which are 
cavalry. The whole of this united army does 
not fall much short of 80,000 men. With this 
force the French are to be expelled the Penin- 
sula. Cuesta's character doe» not stand high a» 
a General ; nor is his army well officered. I see 
no defect iu the composition of his troops, and 
the cavalry are certainly better mounted thaD 
the French. 

Julj/ 22. — This day we advance in 12 hoursr 
to Talavera, occupied by the advanced guard of 
the French. The cavalry have had a skirmish, 
which costs a few men on both sides, and the . 
enemy retire to their position behind the Al- 
berche. The combined army occupy the groumi 
in front of Talavera^ between the Tagus and the 
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bills on the left— the Spanish army takes the 
right. 

Silly 23.-7-The enemy are drawn up on the 
height behind this river^ waiting oiir attack. In 
the course of the day 1 0^000 British menace 
their right : but our force retires to its position. 

. Julff 24^, — Shortly after midnight we are un- 
der arms^ and get to a deserted convent (by day- 
fight) near the riyer^ expecting the Spaniards to 
make, the attack ; but the enemy thought proper 
to. retire during the night. The Spaniards are^ 
put^uin^ them ; and^ about ;7,000 of our troops 
have advanced about a league beyond the AI- 
berche. 

July 2j5.— We return to Talavcra, and hare 
a day of rest^ which I employ in visiting different^ 
objects. All the public buildings of this unfor- 
tunate tovm have been entirely destroyed by the 
French ; the tmnbs of the ehiirehes opened ; the 
altars overturned; and one half of the houses 
haV« not met with a better fate. The royal ma- 
nufactory of silks has been spare4> as they eonsi* 
ddred it^ I suppose^ the property of Kirig Joseph. 
The chairs and tables^ and other furniture from 
the pillaged houses, vras transported to theic 
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camp : they bad purposed^ I presume, to remain 
there^ hayiDg built large huts for the soldiers^ 
and embellished their new settlement with a re- 
gular theatre. As a small proof . of the destruc- 
tion caused by the armies of the usurper Joseph^ 
I cannot omit mentioning that all. their huts were 
thatched i^ith the straw unthrashed ! The town 
of Talavera is of a considerable sizcy on the Ta-« 
gus; there are extensive remains of its ancient 
walls r it has a large irregular bridge over the • 
Tagus^ which is still of a considerable size. The 
churches^ which are numerous^ present nothing 
worthy of note. I have not obseryed any thing 
like a public walk in any of their towns ; nor 
have they any places of resort^ such as coffise-* 
houses or taverns. Their lemonade shops are 
frequented by all classes of people^ 

After the battle of Talavera, which was fought 
on the evening of the 27th^ and the whole of the 
38th of July, it is natural to suppose that the 
wounded should require other shelter than the 
olive trees allotted to the army. I was ordered 
by the Commandei: in Chief, thc^ last day of the 
month, to take the command in the town^ and 
make arrangements with, the assistance of Dr. 
F***, Injector of Hospitals. The .1st of August I 
went into the town,, and took up my quarters with 

d2 
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Lord M'Duff, General Wliittingham, who was 
wounded, and Col. Roach, officfrs serving with 
the Spanish army. The sick were principally 
placed in the large convents of the to»n, some in 
deserted bouses. The conftision and scenes of 
death can scarcely he described : many men til! 
this day never having had ttieir wounds dressed. 
As fur as I could ever collect, the number of men, 
attached, and forming part of this liospilal, could 
■not have been far slu)ft of 5,000. At seven 
o'clock- in the evening of the 2d, the Commander 
in Chief sent for rac — said it was his intention to 
go with the army towards Pla9cnsiaj and that 
he should be absent about ^seven days; in the 
mean time I should liave the command at Tala- 
vera; and that he bad desired Gen. Cuesta to 
communicate confidentially with me. At eleven 
o'clock on the 3d, I waited on Gen. Cuesta, and 
saw Gen. O'Donoghoe, who received me in a 
manner that I could easily perceive something 
extraordinary had happened. He told me that 
he was at that moment occupied on business of 
the greatest importance, which was not commu- 
nicated to uie till one o'clock ; and Gen. Cuesta 
tjlien informed me that Soult, with 35,000 men, 
was at Pla^ensi^ and Victor only six leagues in 
Cuesta's front : this had been discovered by a 
monkj the bearer of a letter from King Joseph to 
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Soult, who at that motnent was in the room: he 
«hoiiId retire at dusk with his army^ and I had 
better ^et off with the hospital before that time. 
My instructions ordered tne, in contemplation of 
such an events to go to Merida, by Ponte de 
Archibespo. I assembled the officers and sur- 
geons .doing duly with the Hospital^ and in- 
formed them^ that all the men who could march 
were to assemble at three o'clock, and were to 
march to Calera thf?t night. With difficulty I 
procured seven waggons from Gen. Cuesta^ to 
carry off a few wounded men and officers; and at 
five o'clock the rear guard left the town. I left 
it mysdf at eighty passing through some thou* 
sand Spaniards who were making off. The first 
night we got to Calera, which town had been 
completely destroyed by the French. Next day 
at Ponte de Archibespo^ where I purposed pass* 
ing the night, we were overtaken by the British 
army. I was ordered by the AdjutantrGeneral 
to proceed with my party to Vatdecasa that 
night; but finding the Bridge over theTagus 
occupied by our retreating army and their bag- 
gage/ it was dark before I could get in motion. 
Forty bullock-cars having been furnished me, in 
addition to the means I had already of transport- 
ing the 9ick, and which were in such a state^ 

* 

tmd the road so bad^ tliat only eleven of them 



38 



tirived at Deleitosa. Our six days' march^ with 
so large a body of men^ and the assistance of few 
officers^ the difficulty of my marcb may be con- 

• 

ceived ; but in addition to these disadvantages^ 
I had only a Commissary's Clerk to provide for 
the troops^ and the runaway Spaniards were 
plui^ering the small magascines in all the vil- 
lages. Reports of the French having crossed 
the Tagus in our fronts made many of the men 
leave the roada^ and take to the mountains. We 
mustered our force in the cpnvent of St. Augus" 
tine^ near Deleitosa ; it coqsisted of S^OOO men. 
paving pursued my marcb^ in two divisions^ 
through Truxillo and Merida^ on the 1 8th we 
l^rrived at Elvas, where, for the present, the 
hospital is to remain. The distance from Tala- 
vera to Elvas is 184 miles; over which space I 
have had to conduct this disorderly crew, with- 
out npiagaaines. In piany places the Magistrates 
ahewing evident marks of a hostile inclination^ 
{Old no wh^re inclined to serve us — ^the people of 
the country have every where treated the unfor- 
tunate men, who have sacrificed themselves to 
save Spf^iQ, with inhumanity and neglect — and I 
was olten obliged to use violent means to prevent 
the men from starving. Such has been our re- 
ipei^tion in Spa)|i ! Is it ' occasioned by the na- 
tuy^J diispo^itioff pf the countfy, adverse to 
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strangers^ which hai made them treat English 
and French in the same manner ?-^r are they in* 
clined to submit to the French ? I believe th&t 
both causes operate. Tftixillo and Merida^ 
Mrhich are large towtiHj are in themselves * devoid 
of interest. The former ivas the birth-place (}{ 
Pizarro ; the Marquis de la Conquesta^ in whos# 
house I slept^ is his descendant^ and" resides lA 
the house Pizarro ivus bom in; it is large/ and 
great part of the front is dcciipied by the fklnfly 
arms. I also slept at MagaKquilla^ the cotmtry- 
house of Pizarro and his descendant^ the follow* 
ing night; and the Marquis accompanied me 
to Cumbre the next day. At Merida there are 
the remains of some Roman antiquities^ a very 
fine arch^ an amphitheatre^ and a temple ; but 
as the stone decomposes^ they are in a very de- 
graded state. The Moorish citadigl^ which is 
very large^ is entirely built of Roman materials. 
The bridge over the Oiiadia is remarkable for 
having §6 arches ; part of it is evidently Roman. 
This river^ you would, sfq^pum^ could not require 
such a bridge^ for a(t tiiis moment it doeii bo§ 
carry morevvatev than the Thames at Stainids;^ 
but ia winter the rivers m the f^eni^solfr timereiKse 
to a pr^digioiis size. The next town thai comes* 
under notice is Badi^oz ; and it bears infiniteFf 
more the appeanwee of «; ca]prfa| than any of the 
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towns I have seen in Spain. Here ai*e gardens 
and public walks^ which I had never seen titl 
now^ since I left the Bishop's gardens at Castle 
Branco : for though the Bishop of Pla^ensia 
has 30^0001 a year^ h^ does not afford himself 
the enjoyment .of an orange tree. Badajoz is 
remarkable for producing a newspaper : I went 
to the house were it was published^ and saw the 
editor^ expecting he would give me some politi- 
cal information ; but I found he knew as little 
as the rest of his countrymen. 
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PORTUGAL. 



Melhaday Province of Beira^ 
January % 1810. 

AS we are again coming into a new 
country^ and my leisure will occasionally permit, 
I shall employ it in continuing my Journal, which 
was interrupted since my having the command of 
the General Hospital atElvas*; and as a preface 
to this second part^ I may as well give a gknce 
ajt some events which have occurred, and take 
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notice of some places which I have seen^ prk»r 
.to the reeommencement of this Journal. 

On being taken from the duticB of the General 
Hospital I returned to Talayera la Real, a small 
insignificant place^ near which Gen. Sherbrook's 
division of the army was hutted ; the rainy 
brought us into Badajoz about the middle of 
October; the men of the whole brigade of guards 
were quartered in a large building which was 
formerly occupied as a charity-school^ the mem^ 
bers of this institution having been removed to 
the house' of the Prince of Peace to make room 
for the guards ; the officers were billetted in the 
town/ and most of them received favours which 
are liberally lavished by the higher orders of 
Spanish females^ and which generally makes those 
favours of little value. The town of Badajoz is 
considerable^ not containing less than 13,000 
souls; it is situated on the Guadiana^ over which 
there is a fine bridge of 26 arches. The town 
is fortified, but its fortifications are commanded, 
and from one place the rampart is seen ia reverse 
On the 1st of November I got leave to go to 
England, and set ofi* in the evening. The post 
goes through Elvas, Estremoz^ Arrayplos^ Moa* 
temoro Nova, to Aldea Gallega, where boats are 
to be had to go to Lisbon. I got to Aldea ia 
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so hours^ abmit 30 leagues or ISO miles ; the $ 
post horses and post boj cost ab^ut a shilliDj^ a 
mile. At Juisbon^ I procured a passage on board 
the Norge> of 74 guns^ M^hich sailed on the bth, 
liaviBg Mr. Villiers and suit on board. About 
)0 miles outside of the bar^ we were met hy a 
packet which contnined dispatches to the Minis- 
ter, requiring his return^ and bringing us an ac- 
count of the peace with Austria; this latter event 
made me decide upon not availing myself of the 
leave, and returned to Badajoz on the ^k 
On the S9tb I was appointed a Colonel on thr 
staffs and got the command of the 3d brigade, 
consisting of the45th^ 60th, and S8th regiments. 
On the 30tb I established my head-quarters at 
Oampo Mayor-^oB the 31st I reviewed the S8th 
^--Aiig. 3d, goto St.OIaia to review the 5th battar 
Hon 60thr^atBd 4ih^ leview the 45tb at Salvaterra. 
On the CKtb, the, brigade having remved pf ior 
ocdefsto march^ I established the head quarters 
at Monforte; at th|fi place I remained 13 days 
jst the .house of Senior Andre Chichons^ by whom 
I vras treated mtht. the greatest hospitality a^ 
kindness, i cauMi help mentioning the dau^-^ 
ters oS my landlord, who would be considered as 
modds of good breeding and good conduct in 
iMiy eonntfy. I must add, that at a d^tance 
frpmihe capital I know uot an^ nation ytlme 
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there appears to -he more purity of moials than 
in Portugal; la manj of the houses of the prin-». 
cipal nobility the families constantly reside in 
the country. At Monforte, the family had never 
been at Lisbon ; there wer^ not less than 40 
servants and their childre|i in the house. They 
have in the countiy a peculiar virtue^ from the 
kindness with which they treat servants ; many of 
whom attached to the same family from one ge- 
neration to another^ acquire^ by their savings^ 
small properties^ whic^ ill time enables therd to 
rise and become independent. The occupation of 
a servant is here by no means so degrading as in 
England^ and most other parts of Eiirope. Oi| 
the 18th of December^ I leave Monforte with 
the 88th regiment^ otir route extending to Pin*- 
hele, in the Province of Beira, where we were 
to arrive on the 10th of January ; the route aa4 
distance being as follows : — 
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From Monforte to Portalegre - 


- 4 


Crato ^ 
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Ponte de Soro 
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Abrf^ntes 


- 4 


Panb^te 
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Marfigao 
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Tondeila 
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' Viseu 
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Sourimille 
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Coruxo • 
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.' ? 


f rancoso 


- 
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, 3 


pavoa - 


. 
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.2 


Pinhel 1 


^ 


^ 


• 
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• Portalegre is a considerable town^ fipely si- 
tuated upon the declivity of a very fine range of 
hills 5vbich extend towapds the Tagus* The 
views i;n thi« country are very extensive ; from 
Monforte I could see Villa Vicosa and Portale^ 
gre ; and from a hill^ on the marcb^ near Ponte 
de Soro, I could see Portalegre and Abrantes ; 
consequently, at two points of view, I could sec 
from Villa Vicosa to Abrantes, a distance of 90 
miles. From j^ortalegre the brigade was united 
ai^d marched in one division. Crato is an old town, 
surrounded by Moorish w|ill&, having its castle : 
it was a favourite residenfe of the Royal Family, 
but being at this time very unhealthy, great 
part of the town is abandoned. The country 
between Crato and Ponte de Soro^ is a drear j 
waste; from thence to Abrantes the roadlead^ 
through a ngirrovy valley, occasiopally cultivated 



45 



with Indian corn and rice. At Abrantes tbercf 
is a bridge of boats over the Tagus ; and for 
the convenience of oUr army, large magazines 
of barley, biscuit, and salt provisions. Abran- 
tes, like mdst towns of consequence in Portugal/ 
is situated upon a hill, and has its aid castle r 
from thence toMealhada wsls the tract I have' 
already described j the whole of this extensive^ 
tract is delightful at this time of the year, the 
weather being constantly good during the march. 
I can only represent the appearance of the coun- 
try as that which can be imagined in England, 
uniting spring and autumn together, the old 
leaves in many places continuing on the vines and 
oak, and appearance of a new vegetation in the 
fields and hedges ; at Leyria and Condeixa I re^ 
marked this more particularly. I must not forget 
to bring my friends the monks of St. Cruz, at Co- 
imbra, to recollection ; they received me with 
great kindness — I dined with them both days I re« 
uiained in that delightful residence, which as far 
as my observation goes^ is one of the most agrees 
able in the world. . 

Jan. 2. — I leave M ealhada with the brigade ; 
and at some distance bc^in to ascend a mountain, 
from the top of which*is a most extensive view 
of the sea and coast, from Mondego Bay towards 



46 



Oporto : having crossed^ in a breadth of 16 miles^ 

the Sierra d'Alcoba^ we arrived at Martigao. 

On the 3d we continued our route amongst hills 

to Tondella; and on the 4th to Yiseii^ in the 

same sort of country. I forgot to observe, 

that from the mountains of Alcoba^ you already 

have a view of the Sierra d'EstreUa^ which we 

see to the southward all the way to PinheL 

Yiseu is a considerable town, ^id to be founded 

by the Proconsul Decius Brutus ; it is the see 

of a Bishop, and contains about 3000 persons ; 

there are many good houses io this town, and a 

con3iderable appearance of wealth ; there are the 

remains of a Roman cap3p near the town, of 

very large dimensiQUs. The country about Viseu 

is inclosed and cultivated with industry. The 

waters in this part of Porti^al are extremely w 

limpid; I have observed no want of them^ or 

ajny of a bad quality^ since I left the Alantejo, 

which province is rendered almost uninhabitable 

and barren, owing to the deficiency of water and 

to the badness of its quality ; the . beds of the 

river being so unequal as to size, and depth, that 

in many places you see large pools of water, and ^ 

over the same river, at other places, you can pass 

without the inconvenience of wetting yourself : 

tfaeGuadiana, for instance, near Badajoiz and 

Merida^ is 300 yards broad, in other places it 
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It 

is mt much more tiian a ieiltii part >7^0ut much 

«urr€nt^ cdasequ^utlyj m the broadest parti the 

water^ or a great paH of it> must be in a state 

of stagiiatioD. From V iseu^ the roads being bad^ 

and the acco^iilodation for a krge body of 

troops insufficient^ we .were obliged to isk» 

different roads ; the 88th and part of the 45th 

go by Celerico^ . the remainder of the last regt-». 

ment and the horse artillery by Francoso, I went 

myself to Monguald, The house of St Paes, 

the • descendant of Conde Tran8tamarro> who 

married Donna Theresa^ widow of Henrique^ de 

Borgofiha^ first ting of Portugal; is worthy of 

its illustrious foimder ; it is eifteemed . the best ia 

tihe proving of Beira : we were entertained by 

the three uncles of the proprietor^ whoare.allv 

oi^hem Commanders of IVUta. l%e park abounds ^. 

in game. Ill their gairdens they eultirate thd 

pine apple^ the only place where I feuave seen anyj ' 

with the . exception of Lisbon> in the kingdom* 

From hence I pass the mountains^ and sleep, at 

the house of Ddnna Rosa PiUa; at Peoaverdo : 

from thence, over roads almost impassable^ I get 

tojFrancoso : this town is encircled by Moorish 

waUs^: whicb are in a tery perfect state, . having 

t^weriatregular distances. ...I was lodged and 

hospitably entertGUMd, during my stay at this 

place, by Sent. Castano Alexandre d' Albuquerque; 
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he is one of tbe great proprietors of vioeyardi^ 
which comes within the limits of the Oporto 
Companj ; we w^e regaled with his best wines ; 
the white was of a quality peculiar to itself^ 
not unlike^ or inferior to the best champaign, 
but innch sweeter ; ' it was yery old^ and I can- 
not sec the reason why it should not be exported. 
The wine in this country^ from the negligence 
with which it is made^ and the still greater neg- 
ligence in the care of it^ is >ery apt to become 
ifour : wine of this sort being occasionally ex- 
ported to England^ to the great loss of tbe mer- 
chant^ makes him avoid experiment. Tfais^ ad* 
ded to a natural want of enterprise^ is the cause 
of otir not knowing many of the wines of this 
country^ which woidd be much esteemed in Eng- 
land. I had always an idea^ that the wines of 
Portugal were rough and coarse : this certainly 
is ihe case with those sent to England. Since I 
liave been here, on the contrary^ I have found 
many in point of delicacy equal to the best 
French wines ; and with care^ I am convinced^ 
they would equal them in every respect. My 
landlord^ Castano^ I found to be a man of edu- 
cation ; aod having lived all his Iifa.in the moun- 
tains^ his ideas of independence were just and 
liberal. Had he frequented the Court of Lisbon, 
to which he was entitled by his fortuiie and 
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family^ he would have been as corrupt and ener- 
vated as other courtiers. He saw the abuses of 
his country in their true light; and although 
his abhorrence of the French yoke was great, 
yet he purposed to follow the fate of his country. 
Senora Murcia^ his wife, having been married at 
13, partook largely of the accomplishments of her 
iittsband; and being enthusiasticdly fond of the 
English, had taken great pains to get acquainted 
with our government, trade, manufacture, and 
agriculture, which latter she was adopting in 
her quinta, or farm. The jiapers of our chief 
agricultural societies were hot unknown to her; 
and the name of Young was held in more respect 
hy her than perhaps it desef ves. These amiable 
people were bringing up their three daughters 
in the paths of virtue, from which I doubt not 
they never will deviate, if they are not sent into 
the infections atmosphere of Lisbon. Perhaps 
the wealth of the eldest daughter, as she is one 
of the richest heiresses iti Portugal, will be the 
cause of her neglecting the moral lessons of her 
parents. I hear she is about to be married to a 
great man whom sliehas never seen. ' 

JantiOri/ ll-^lATTiyedvLtPinhe], having dis- 
tributed the iM^igade in the vilkges of the neigh- 
bourhood. At this place I am lodged at the 
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house ojT Senora Maria FagUtida«, mother of tke 
present Governor of the island of Madeira. Pia- 
hel is a small town ; the best part of which is 
built out of its old Moorish walls. The castle 
commands a view of Guarda, Almeida^ Castellp 
Roderigo^ and Trancoeo3 with the Sierra d'£s- 
trella de Galla^ in Spain^ and the Pena de Fran- 
ca: it has been inhabited within these few years. 
The oqly good houses in the towOi are. theBi^ 
^hop*s palace^ where General Crawford resides^ 
and the house I occupy, which is very large, con- 
taining a suit of apartments : one of thi^ rooms, 
which is 45 feet long, is ornamented with tapesf 
try, representing the Brazils . as they were before 
the conquest of that country—at a distance the 
Portuguese are seen landing; and the meeting 
between them and the people of the country is 

» represented jn a very . curious mann^. These 

fine apartments have' been given up to me ; and 
the family, who are not very sociable, have re^- 
tired into some more humble part of their dwel- 
ling ; they are^ however, veiy well satisfied, hav- 
ing frequently been obliged to entertain fifteen or 
twenty officers^ sometimes French, and latterly 

f English, for they had a visit from our country-. 

men when they advanced into Spain under Sir 
John Moore. I shall not detain myself with iwa 
account of the family ; they usually^ by invitatioa 
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(witHottt which I never see ' theni), come inter 
my apartments to drink teat of tor evening. Pin- 
hel is distant three Iragoes from Almeida. Iti 
going there jou are oblig^ to descend the rocky 
banks of the Pinhel riTery and the still more im- 
practicable banks of the Coa^ which is within 
half a league of the fortress. I went round the 
works with the Chief Engineer '^ it is a penta- 
gon, but very defective ; part of its works being 
ei:posed to the view of tbfe enemy in reverse, at 
the distance of about 600 yards : this delect has 
been in some measure-, lately remedied, by con- 
structing traverses : the place seems to be well 
supplied with artillery and stores, but wants ailr 
efficient garrison. Got. Cox, the Governor, only 
having lately-embodied militia for its defence, 
and these persons not being accustome'd to the 
hardships or prhations of regular trained sol- 
diers, they will bcf v^ry soon clamourous after the 
place is invested— tfn event which we are soori 
to look to. I went from Almeida to tlie fort of 
the Concegaon, which is about six miles front 
hence, in the kingdom of Leon ; it is a regular 
quadrangle, beaiitifully constructed. It has bee» 
eifectualfy mined by the French, who have blown 
up a ravelin, part of the adjoinkig curtain, and 
bastions; and they haver destroyed the eounter- 
mtnos.^ The place wars garrisoned by a company 
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of Spaoiards, who were entrusted with tite charge 
of lome French prisoners, upon whom they were 
exercising great inhumanity. Governor Cox and 
myself attempted to prevail on them to at^ow 
these unfortunate men some exercise during tlte 
day; but the Captain said, it wai of no conse- 
quence whether they lived ox .died. Upon all 
occasions, I haie observed the Spaniards trmX 
the French with the greatest inhumanity; and 
if not. prevented, would put those to death who 
fell into their hands. Ciudad Roderigo is Qnly 
distant Bve leagues fromth^ fort of Conception ; 
but as the town was invested hy the French the 
day after I had visited the fort, my not having 
prolonged my journey was a most fortuQjate 
event, as I might have foUen into the hands <^ 
the enemy. Although the climate of Pinhel is 
extremely cold, yet it abounds in olive trees : the 
fruit is not gathered till the end of February or 
b^ioning of March. Having been allowed to 
feel all the rigours of winter, the trees are then 
beaten with large sticks, and the berry picked 
up and carried to the mill. There are, I think, 
only three of these mills near Pinhel : attached. 
lo them are magazines, and each proprietor 
has a cell, where he deposits the fruit under lock 
Mid key, and in his turn has it converted into oil. 
The process of making the oil is very simple. 
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the olives are first placed in a trough^ and 
then ground by a large stone, which receives its 
motion from the vi^ater-mill. This first process is 
exactly like that of bruising the apples to make 
cider. The olives in this state is brought to the 
press ; circular mats of two feet diameter, thicker 
considerably at the circumference than in the 
centre, being made to receive the olive : these 
baskets are filled one over the other to the height 
of five or SIX feet, and then pressed to facilitate 
the expression. Warm water is occasionally 
mixed with the olive ; the oil and water runs into 
a reservoir, and the overflowing of this reservoir 
runs into a second, when the oil is made, and fit 
for immediate use. The miller measui^es the oil^ 
taking one measure for himself, which pays the 
expense of the manufacture, gives one to the 
church, and eight goes to the proprietor. The 
pulp which remains is. also the profit of the mil- ' 
ler, and he sells it for the use of the pigs, who 
seem to come in for their share of every thing 
good in this world. Olive trees are usually 
planted in rows, like apple trees in a well planted 
orchard; they bear fruit when four years old, 
aild last to a very old age : they are, in point 
of duration, perhaps equal to the oak, and th« 
wogd is remarkably hard. Thi$ tree is very 
subject to a black blight, something like the soot 
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in corn; and the only effectual remedy against 
this disease is to cut off the branches. I observed 
this disorder amongst all the trees between liis- 
bon and Sacavem. It Is found on an average, 
that eight measures of fruit produce one mea- 
sure of oil. 

March 17. — Alverca, — I went from this place, 
yesterday to Guarda. The road I found much 
better than I could hi^ve e:qiected, considering 
ihe nature of the country. The distance, as far 
as I could judge, was about 15 miles. In leav- 
ing this place, I passed through the ^lage of 
Avelans, which is situated in a narrow valley be- 
tween lofty hills. The country in these vallies 
is fertile^ and cultivated with great industry. 
The streams, which are frequent, are continually 
dammed up, for the purpose of turning the hori- 
zontal water-wheels, universally u^ in this coun- 
try for grinding thtir com. I could, during the 
whole of my Journey, have fancied myself in 
Switzerland or Argyleshire, the streams issuing 
constantly from the sides.of the hills, which are 
covered with the natural oak and chesnut, and 
most of which are suffered to rot without beifig 
used- The town of Guarda is situated on the. 
summit of a lofty, hill, which commands one of 
the £iiiest views in nature. Pinamacor, Almeida,. 
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and Castello Roderigo^ are seed at a distance, 
with the highest ridges of the Sierra de Galla^ 
beyond Oastello Roderigo. The town is en*" 
circled with Moorish walls : it . is the see of a 
Bishop; hasf a large cathedral^ and contains 
about 2^300 persons. Guarda is reckoned the 
coldest situation of any town in Portugal ; and 
from its great elevation is continaally in the 
clouds, When I was there^ at Alverea and in 
the plain the day was beautiful ; but when we 
first entered the town^ it was in a thick cloudy 
and the thermometer^ I doubt not^ was at least 
15 degrees lower than in the neighbouring plains^ 
Fortunately^ after a time^ the atmosphere became 
clear^ and I had the advantage of witnessing one 
of the finest views in nature. The town itself is 
not worthy of notice^ being composed of dirty 
houses out of repair. The Bishop's palace^ 
where I was lodged^ is a large buildings of coarfle 
granite^ and if vrell taken care of^ would make 
a handiiome residence. The revenues of the see 
is hot less than 3^0001, per iinnnm. The churches 
are well provided for in this country — the JPatri- 
arch of Lisbon has npt less than S5^0001. ayear^ 
and the Bishop of Coimbra, *20;000]. There 
are none of the nobility whose fortunes can b^ 
compared with these revenues. The family of 
Paed^ whose house I have described at Mod** 

.... . r . 
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would influence the provinces; particularly of 
this kingdom^ whose chief citjF is without bounds, 
and greater in proportion to the extent of the 
country^ than any other capital in Europe : but 
this is not the cause : for the badness of the roads, 
and of accommodation^ renders the intercourse 
Tery difficulty and very &w of the provincial &-• 
milies ever leave their homes. When they travel 
they are either carried in sedan chairs, with two 
mules for their chairmen^ or they ride on mules. 
On roads where a carriage is seen^tbey are 
obliged to carry with them. their bedding of e'very 
9ort, and provisions^ with cooking, utensils, as 
their towns only afford the bare vi^alb. Five 
leagues is reckoned a good day's journey. The 
geiitry lead, at their homesy a most.harmlesft and 
inoffensive life ; they bave few or no luxuries, and 
are very vnlling tbot straogers sliould partake 
of their fare. Their women have a great fund of 
good humour ; ai|d if they are. ever frail, it i& nOt 
from vice, but may be more attributed to a yield-^ 
ing temper, and then the conf<^iision sets all to 
rights. They are universally religious, every 
house of any consequence having its chapel aiid 
d&ily mass. The lower orders of people arcr ^qual<r 
ly civil, obliging and inoffensive. The greatest 
crime you^ ever hear committed^ is pilfering — 
robberies and murders ^e scarcely, Imio^vu; m^ 



«f ta assassinalioiift^ I neiTer h^rd of one in tb^ 
i^ouptry. j^onHich ate tLese people misuDcl^rstoQilf 
that the ,¥ery hojr^s^ and ereny living ^imal 
(niule^ excq)ted) are wtthqutyice; eveuto.tMr 
8erpf;nt9.aQ)l scorpions^ at least I have ne^v^r^ 
fceaxd of an^: mischief bwig.4oi^ by tbeoi. The 
people, are certainly not ind.u^rious> • hat, that 
may be attributed to a. bad governments where 
there is little security to property, and no en- 
couragement to industry. The cqltivatioa of 
lands in this, part of the country/is an exception^, 
for every spot is U9ed; they ey^tpile up tlib& 
Atones in the g^^ky :ground to . cultivate, and CQra 
is , sejBu in mnoy pi(rt« whei e you would conceiv^e. 
it impossible fp^ the, ploiigh io go— but their 
ea^le can.go.aiiytwl^re: theyai^e bovvever.per- 
feqtly unacquainted ' wfli . any agricultural ito-. 
pXQven^etit^ 8tv;h\ as /draitiiqg^ .or. giving theit: 
lands a proper siue^ts^ioa of crofps. In some* 
pls^cea their irrigation is inanagff d with considers 
able address ; but then it is chiefly confined to 
tlieir gardeai^^ npnie of which in simimer an& 
tf itly , bteaiiftiful ; all (hose about their large towM 
T h^pre one or (uojr^ ivalks^ covered with the grapei» 

il^ppeirfi)ed wjth<^b? orange^ lemony pomgratiite> 
and £gs ; )iut'in this part of the^ country^ the latter. 
0i^ iS: sciient * liSoiiyviXluot wonder at it whenf; 
tell you^tbatyerteB^ajit the 6th of Aprils we had! 

I 
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a fall of snow. In talking of the manners of 
Portugal^ it is artvell to correct an error which 
has been cirCulafted by Dumourier^ in his ^^ Stale 
of PortugaV (a work which is full of misrepre- 
sentations)^ he says, ^* That officers of the army 
are used as servants in the great families/' This 
certainly may appear so to a stranger ; but the 
truth is, when yoii are at dinner your friends visit 
you, this is considered as a compliment^ and from 
the excess of gobd humour, they will change your 
plate and fill your glass. This castom of having 
▼isiters at your dinner is at first very irksonie, 
but at last you grow accustomed to it. Those 
officers mentioned by Dqmourier, were inmates of 
the family, probably relatives, who dined with 
the master of the house on ordinary occasions, 
4tnd when strangers of note diiied with the family, 
they were present, and may out of civility> have 
changed the plates. At Pinhel I am lodged at 
the house of the Bishop ; asjt is Lent he does not 
Mff down, and from excess of politeness he will 
diange one's plate. I have dwelt on this custom' 
longer than I should have been warranted in 
doing, bad it not been brought to prove the de* 
gpradation of the military in Portugal. Tfaefir army 
has certainly been very much neglected ; mili*' 
tary rank is, however, in much higher estimalSon 
here than iv^ England. In Portu^l a Generat 
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Officer ; holds the highest rank in society; and 
4he oflSceffs are usually men of family. Thfe 
story, of Gmmt La Lippe making an officer who 
wa9 standing behind* a chair^ sit down by his 
side, I find has been copied from Dumourier by 
Murphy, the architect. I will, however, do jus- 
tice to the latter, who, in hi&-^^ Account of Portu- 
gal," has described every l^ing he saw with great 
accuracy—his description of the, manners^ and 
customs of the country being generally true ; the 
historical part is nothing more than a translation 
from the Portuguese. The drawings of hit 
work are extremely accurate. As we have a bri- 
gade of Portuguese troops attached to the divi- 
sion of which I form a pari^ I hl^ve lately, from my 
own observation, and the constant intercourse I 
have with Colonel S^***^ who commands one of 
the . regiments, beeif able to form a tolerably 
good opinion of thc( <;bairacter of the Portuguese* 
troops. They are extremely tractable, patient, 
sober, and I am informed, there are few com- 
plaints of their dishonesty. The Portugu^e offi- 
cers, veiy unlike their Cast^lian neighbours, are 
ready to grtint the superiority of our country- 
men, and to receive instruction from them : and 
I doubt not, whw . the opportunity presents it- 
lelf, we shall see them fighing by our sides, in a 
very different manner from the army of Cuest^ 
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i^t Talavera. Lsfst^jrearyinourjaflvancefa Opor^ 
to and tha norths Imi Welluigton incorporated 
a I^ortugue^ ri^gtmetrt with each brigade ;« this^ 
year v^e hate a Porti^uese brigade to each R*i- 
tish division; Mrhich latter arraRgement is more 
satisfactory to the officers of the' anny> as it* keeps 
the troops of the two nations more distinct in ^ 
l^ominon detail:, ai|d at the - same time admits of 
a small saving, as they have' rations of meat only 
three times, in each week. Th« proportion^ 
therefore^ of British to Portuguese remains the 
same; but>m shall act more in distinct masses. 

Jingtist 29.— The light 'division of the army; 
which M^as stationed ne^* Almeida^ huving beea 
attacked by a very commanding French force, 
vi^ere obliged to retire, on the 24th, aeross the 
bridge of Altneida, with the loss «f about 300 
men. I was under the painful necessity of at* 
tending to the grave the remains of my poor 
friend Col. Hull/ of the 43d regiment, on the 
evening of his death. He was shot through the 
heart, 1)y a musket-ball, early in the action. — , 

The French now being on the banks of the Coa; 
it became evident that we cottld no longer re- 
main in our advanced position. On the morn'* 
ing of the 25th, Gen. Crawford and the ligb* 
division retired to Carvalhal: and ab<Mit ivm 
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o^clock A\ M^ on the 26th^ he again retired to 
Fru'xedas ; and at the same time we retired from 
iPinhel tos Eerejo^ #h^e we hutted for the night 
The 'consternation of the inhabitants of Pinhe}^ 
wbeil they knew that we were about to abandoU 
theni^ cannot well be conceived : the whole po^*' 
pulation of the town took to fli^t. Many respect*- 
able families were seen^ with their servants carry^ 
ing bundles on their heads^ retiring in every direc- 
tion^ having no settled plan but that of avoiding 
the French* Most of the families of note^ 
amongst others that of my landlord^ had has** 
tened their departure after the action of the 
@4th^ as the consequences were inevitable. I 
liave since heard, that the town is completely 
abandoned. 

^ugmt 29. — At three o'clock, A. M. we 
inarch through Celerico to Unbares. Before 
you aicend the hill upon which Celerico is 
situated, you have to cross the Mondego. — 
The town has its Moorish castle, situated on the 
most elevated part of the hill, and commanding 
the course of the Mondego for many miles up 
the stream. Linhares is about eight miles from 
Celerico, but it is out of the road, and upon the 
summit of a lofty hill, immediately under the 
Sttrra d'Estrelb^ of which it may be said to form 
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a part. The old castle, built by Alfonso Henri- 
queZj first King of Portugal, is built on a rock, 
and is surrounded by a wood of stately chesnut 
.trees, except in tbatpart where it joins tbe town. 
The only thing worthy of remark is, the differ- 
ence of climate between this place and the plains 
below ; while the heat, at this time of the year, 
is extremely oppressive ia the villages of the plains, 
Vt^e have always enjoyed the most temperate air 
and refresliing breezes. The waters descending 
from the Estrella, are very abundant and trans- 
parent. I yesterday ascended the mountains 
immediately in our rear, and was gratified by a 
most extensive view of mountains beyond the 
Tagus ; the Duro of Pla^ensia; and, to the west- 
ward, the very hill we passed over near Mealhada, 
and which itself commands a view of the sea. 
As all the old towns, in this part of Portugal, are 
situated on commanding eminences, I had th« 
pleasure of seeing many of my old acquaintances 
Trancoso, Pinhel, Castello Roderigo, Almeida, 
Cruarda, Montsanto, and Penamacor. As many 
of these were occupied by English garrisons, and 
others by the French, the interest of the scene 
was greatly increased. I had some expectation 
«f seeing some shot fired from Almeida, as th» 
enemy were round it ; but this did not happen. 
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towns of a large size. The Mondego runs at a con- 
siderable distance in the same valley^ and many 
other towns and villages are near its banks^ which 
makes the population of these parts very consider- 
able. The ground^ when it will admits is culti- 
vated with great industry, and the people seem 
to enjoy the necessaries of life; its superfluities 
are scarcely known^ although many families are 
very opulent — ^but there is little luxury or osten- 
tation in these parts. The best houses are coarsely 
furnished, and the furniture appears to be never 
renewed. In the gardens of the most opulent^ 
I could only find the commonest vegetables and 
fruits ; they have orange trees in the gardens of 
the Fidaigo, at Mello, a neighbouring town, but 
they did not appear to me to bear fruit, and were 
evidently much injured by the cold: the grapes 
are very backward; at this time last year (10th 
of August) or a few days later they were ripe at 
Badajoz (17th of August I was there); here they 
are not half grown — ^such are the effects pro- 
duced in the vicinity of the Estrella. The ches- 
nut trees are of a remarkable size, and very nu- 
merous, they might furnish the population with a 
considerable part of their food, but I do not think 
that they are much in use ; these trees only grow 
to a certain height up the mountains, and above 
them, in many parts, are seen the common pine. 



iSfJ 



ppr] first intimation from our o^serviitioBa opithe 
hill. Aug^l; I9th, ia.the eyenii^^ I received an 
unexpected route^ from the Qnarter-Maiter Ge- 
neralj tp piarch in advance to Celerico ; and on 
the following day> 20th^ we arriyed at Villa Fran- 
ca^ near Alverc^. : the bead quarters bduag trans- 
ferred the following day to Alverea^ the station 
/ occupied by the Commander in Chief when we left 
Pinhel. The first division of the army which was 
ordered up to Marasal and the adjacent villages^ 
has been halted at Celerico ; the light dividon are 
at Frupi:edas, in front of Alverca ; a brigbde of 
Portuguese, under Colonel Pack^ at Fra^coso; 
and two brigades in the rear of Celerico: this is 
the 'present state of our in&ntry^ and. here J 
apprehend we shall await till i^e fate of Almeilll^ 
is decided, ^s the firing continues op both sides 
without much interruption^ and the teil^raphic 
account pf this day (23d) says^ that the enemy 
have erected a battery within 250 yards of the 
place ; I apprehend it will not be able to hjoMi 
out many days, as they will be enabled to make 
;a breach. The siege will have lasted to«morro(w 
one calendar month ; the ;towif having been . in- 
vested when the, light division was obliged to re- 
tire on J this side of the Coa. 

4'ugust ^.----On the evening of the ^^h a 
' ' f2 
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great explosion was heard in the direction of 
Almeida, and the next day the steeple of the 
great church not being seen, and no firing heard, 
v/e concluded that the town, must be on ttie eve 
of capitulation, owing to some unexpected dis- 
aster. In the night of the 27tb, we were ordered 
to hold ourselves in readiness to march, and early 
in the morning our advanced posts of cavalry 
were engaged. About seven o'clock I observed 
that the enemy had gained the heights above 
Hervas Tenras, five miles in our front, in the 
direction of Pinhel: at 8 o'clock we marched, and 
passed the night, amongst the fir trees and vines, 
in the rear of Minucal. During the whole of this 
day's march, we were accompanied hy the heavi- 
est thunder and rain I ever recollect : a soldier. 
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Mello nearly to this place^ a continued ascent 
and descent. 
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Jugwt 31. — March this day to Cea: I am 
lodged at the house of Antonio Bernardo Pinto, 
one of the best houses in the province. Lord 
Wellington remained here some days during the 
winter. The proprietor and his family went away 
this morning to fly from the French. The town 
is beautifully situated on commanding ground, at 
the foot of the Estrella; the country has greatly 
improved since we left Celerico, and the villages 
are much better, and occasionally a convent lis 
seen, which is a certain^ sign of a rich country ; 
a poor country is very seldom troubled with these 
visiters ii) Portiigal. 

September 3. — March this day, ov^r a very 
good road, to Galizes, keeping the Sierra 
d'Estrella to the left — pass through 4^e vil- 
lage pf l^aceira; the rest of the country un« 
cultivatei^; see sfome villages to the right and 
left with theft ^aisse fields and vineyards round 
them. The Sierra . no loiig^ presisnts that bro- 
ken ^nd irregulajT surface, alihmigh the moun- 
tains continue lofty; they are now covered up 
to the summit wjjth the heath, and the wastes 
have again th^r gumcestus and scented scrubs; 
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the woods, to-day, were chiefly pines, and the 
commoD oak and cbesnut. Galizes is a miserable 
village, which however is made to contain 3 legi- 
ments; I am at the hoiiee of &ie Futre de Povo. 
The villagM are generally deserted. About 
three miles to the lotithward of this place, and 
at the foot of the Estrella, rune the river Alva, 
in A valley about 600 feet below the plains upon 
whicb we have been marcbitig from Cea. This 
river, which i> of a considerable size, and like 
all other vrateri issuing from the Estrella, ex* 
Imnly Hmpid, has many considerable towns on 
. its banks opposite to us ; iitd. within the space of 
a league. Villa de Dias, Avoa, and Villa de 
Cova. The vall^ of this rivef is extremely fertile, 
producing the grape, Indian corn, and olive; 
with great luxuriance, and the sides of the hills 
are covered with fine oak, chcsnut, and the more 
lofty parts with the pine. The Sierra which has 
here lost its nigged appearance, is covered from 
the re^on of pine to its summit with heath. 
Upon the whole, I have seen nothing more truly 
beautiful, either from its picturesqde scenery or 

luxuriance of * 

Alva: and n 
remote valUes 
over ^exrivi 
to any atcfait 
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able remains of a Moorish -castle and walk. 
This is one of the principal roads that ^the poor 
inhabitants ^out us are taking »to fly to the 
mountains from the iPrendh; 4he 'family of my 
landlord^ at Gralizes^ went off tiiis iporning : ^but^ 
alas ! little are they aware of the distance ^to which 
prench rapacity can extend itself^ or the desokr 
tion that awaits their *houses and their fields. 
Never did any unfortunate country feel, with 
greater severity, 'the miseries of war 'than this 
country^ through v^hich the English and Portu- 
guese armies are slowly retreating, and are pur- 
sued by the still more destructive armies of 
'France. All the • attention and discipline of the 
best r^ulated troops, can never prevent the ' ir- 
Tegularities of straggling soldiers, followers of the 
army, and men, pa^rticularly those engployed ia 
the transport of stores and provisions ; 'the most 
seriq^s complain^ I have had from the magis- 
trates, have been against the muleteers employed 
by ih^ Commissariat, who make nothing of turning 
their brigades of mules, as they are called, into the 
fields of maize and vineyards. 

September 7.—1 went this day to Aldea das 
Dias, a village on the other side of the Alva^ 
situated in a kind of basin, about 500 feet^bove 
the river, in the midst of gardens aiid rimz 
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yards. A very handsome bridge^ is built over 
the two rivers Louria aad Alva^ precisely at their 
juDction ; and .as the bridge is right across each 
river^ it forms an angle of about 120 degree in 
its centre^ tq humour the course of both /ivers. 
The village was filled by eniigraiit families^ who 
at first did not know whether we were friends or 
enemies ; but when they found tliat we were som^ 
of their good allies^ they immediately began a 
volley of abuse . against the French^ and offered 
us w^tefrmeloiis^ and other fruits^ for which we 
could get them to taM nothing in return. The 
groupes consisted chiefly of women and children ; 
they hope that we should retain the country; and 
the fear of falling into the hands of the French^ 
was strongly marked in every thing they said to 
us. To see these poor people crowded togetlier, 
not knowing what is to be their f4te^ deprived of 
the comforts their homes afford^ and not knowing 
whether those homes have been allowed to exist 
by the French soldiery^ made this a melancholy 
interview; and which, however often on^.may 
have occasion to see repeated^ must always bring 
melancholy reflections to the mind. Such is the 
fate of a soldier, whenever he is employed on ac- 
tive service, the misery of the human race, in one 
ahapie or other, is what he h^s always to con- 
template^ 
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September 17', — Majrcb to Yeoda do Vale»-^ 
As we performed tbu march in the nighty I can 
give 110 account of the intermediate country : the 
distance from Galizes is about ten miles. 

September 18. — March this day to Fiumy, 
about twelve miles : pass over the Ponte de Mur- 
cella, which bridge is over the Alva. The Tal- 
lies in the whole of this country, which are very 
narrow, are well cuttivated, and produce Indian 
corn and maize. The highest grounds are abaor 
doned to the native heath and occasional woods 
of pine. 

September 20.-^March to Pena Covo/ on the 
right bank of the Mondc^o. When we had 
marched about four miles, we came in sight of 
the Mondego. The banks of this river are in- 
conceivably beautiful; the lofty hills on each 
side, which are covered with tb/e gr^test varie^ 
of wood, chesnut, pine, oak, arbutus, and myrtle^ 
leave a small space on the margin of the riv^ 
for. rich fields af Indian corn, and vineyarda. 
The boats whic}i were carrying oi^r commissariat 
stores to Pena (^ovo, added greatly to the fine 
scenery. The distance from hence to Coimbra 
is only three leagues by land, and the same by 
water. . Our troops forded the river. Pena 
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Co^, in «iir freMetit operfftionSj becomes a frface 
itf j^eftt-eoAsequence^ as we draw our proiriiiions 
fi^ni Whence: wix sick are also convejedio it. 
Next day (Stst), we march io Conteofa^ a smsdl 
village^ about eight miles to the northward. 
3%e road leads through ;a yatley (at right angles 
wilfih the Mondego)^ bounded on each ^ide bj 
trtSy liflls. THie movemeirts ^rf imr ^rmj haTC 
lieen occasioned bj "those of the «nemy, who 
Meni^ to%aTe concentrated his'force bnthe tight 
Imnks of ihelHiHi&ego, 

September 23.— Thirf" day went with <5reiieral 
P***^** to head^quarters, whicli are at the con- 
^4*ent €>f ©crea'co. ' The poor monks 'have been 
^stu^bed in *<heir seSittfde. The convent is *ih 

r • \ 

» ». ... 

Wie^ctf ithe most se6luded •spots inthe woi^ld^ sur- 

 

Wunded'by an ^impenetrable wood ofteveral hun- 

* .... 

<lred acres, in tl|e crater, as it were, of one of thfe 
InosM; lofty 'parts -<>f (beridge of monntains, which 
Aow separiBite us^rom 4he enemy. To acjd to tbfe 
^loom'ot this 'Sequestered spot/^he monks^bf ihiis 
i^er (Carmelite) were not allowed to speak* to 
<eaehdther unless they 'received permission, which 

^s^dom granted, and ^hen orily for a limited 

.... • <  > > 

^teviWer '%b; — This tryctoing we ascend the 



75 



hill of Bazaco ; i^nd have a p^rfed; plan of the 
adTance of the French army. The light division 
and Pack*s brigade^ with bur cavalry griUlually 
following thein^ first appi^ar : they at'e followed 
by the Friench cavalry: then comes the light 
troops of the French ; and lastly, th^ir tnassive 
colnmhs. Our trobpe at last retire 'to the hill^ 
and the enemy posts his picquets at the foot of 
our hill. I never beheld a finer sight, Th6 
ridge of the hill of Buzaco extends to the Moh- 
dego on the riglit, and beyond the convent on 
the lef);, a space of perhaps ten miles . its general 
elevatioh above the country may be from 3 to 
400 yards. On tibe 26th we witnessed the ap- 
]prbach of other columns of the enemy, who went 
and placed themselves at cojivenient distances 
from the different roads, ready for the action! 
During the nights we had to sleep on the heath 
in our boat-clodks, our haggage having been 
sent six miles to the rear on the iroad td Coimbra ; 
we therefore lived as well as we could, the poor 
men having to go to the ' bottom of the hill in the 
rear to fill their canteens with water, The hill, 
during the first and second morn jing of our stay, 
was covered with a thick fog. 

September %7, — Before day-break we heard 
the rattltiig of icaTriages below ; tftese were no 
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less than 14 guus which the eneoij were placing 
in our front ; and for our amusement^ these guns 
were fired at six of ours^ which were placed to 
command the rotad from Yiseu to Coimbra. The 
first column came to our left^ and was ascending 
the hUl, when Col. W***»*, of the 88th regi- 
ment, and myself, who happened to be looking 
out, observed them : they were received at first 
by that regiment only/reinforced by half the 45th 
soon afterwards, and latterly by the 8th Por- 
tuguese regiuient. The next column advanced 
part of the way up the hill before our guns ; but 
having made preparations to receive them with 
the 74th, 9th, and 21st Portuguese rj^iments, 
t^ey at length tried their luck between these two 
positions, and were (equally well received in the 
. centre. Pres^tjy after we had concluded our 
affair, we heard a firing to thje left, which wa^ 
the attfcjc made by Ney upon Gen. Crawford. 
Tb^ rest of the day we expected a renewal of the 
attacl^j without much apprehensioii as to the re- 
f suit, Ne?t day, at day « break, I jcould observe 

that the forces p{ tlijB jenemy were dimipished. 
In the middle of ^he day it became so obvious, 
that of course we expected to be moved : thi^ 
movement accordingly took place at two o'clock 
in the morning of the 29th ; and after 14 hours* 
march we got two kajgues on our journey to 
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Coimbra^ to the >^IIlage of Eiras. This tedious 
march was caused by the badness of the roads^ 
over which our baggage and artillery had to 
pass. The next morning (30th) we go through 

r 

Coimbra. I had just time to pay a visit to Santa 
Cruz: but^ alas! my friends had deserted it: 
some few of the monks remained ; but the town 
was in general deserted. The following day^ 
Junot and his staff entered; and an officer of 
ours, which was sent with a flag of truce, said, 
that he heard Junot order a division of the army 
into the town, to break open the doors, as the 
inhabitants had thought proper to abandon their 
houses. We halted upon the hill beyond the 
town ; and as the enemy was supposed to be ap- 
proaching it, we were again ordered to pro- 
ceed to Condcixa. 

m 

October 1. — March this day to Pombal ; 2d to 
Leyria ; and 3d to Alcobaca. As this celebrated 
convent is the largest and most wealthy in Por- 
tugal, it deserved more notice than I was able 
to give it. Most of the monks had fled; those 
that remained where to remove in the night. 
Their hospitality, however, did not abandon 
them till the last, for they had prepared dinner 
for all the officers of the division in the great 
hall: and f6r General p*«*** and mvself, with 
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the Qffi$eFS of our ^taff^ in the magnificent 
apartments dedicated to straA^ers^ and where 
we resided during our stay at Alcobaca. After 
9ur dinner the moqks brought us the keys^ 
and desired us to take whatever we Uked^ as they 
^l^ected every thing to be destroyed by th^ 
Freiich. It was a melancholy sight to see these 
poor fellows leaving their magnificent abode^ to 
waiider they knew not where. Some of these 
monks had been 60 years residing in this abode 
of peace ; and at the end of their long lives have 
been obliged to wander in hopes of finding some 
new asylum. The convent of Alcobaca was 
founded in 1147^ by Alfonso Henriquez^ as an 
actioiji of grace, in consequence of the taking of 
Santarem. Many of the first Kings of Portugal 
are buried in this convent : the most remarkable 
tombs are those of Peter I. and Ignes de Castero, 
his unfortunate wife, who had been murdered at 
jthe instigation of his courtiers, by order of the 
King his father, Alfonso IV. The church is a very 
magnificent gothic pile. The galleries of this 
convent are very numerous and extensive ; and 
the library is one of the most beautiful rooms I 
ever beheld : it is modern, as well as the princi- 
pal parts of the convent, and I think it l^as been 
given in detail by Murphy, the .traveller. ^ 
we were succeeded -at Aleqbaca 1^ thcCpmman- 
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der in Chiefs I had an opportunitj of getting some 
of the things of the monks removed^ and amongst 
others^ the pictures of the Popes^ furnished hj 
their order^ which they prized greatly. 

October 5. — In the evening we marched ; but 
the head of the column haying lost their way 
in the dark^ we took up our abode on the bor- 
ders of a stream for that nighty and proceeded 
next day through Caldas and Obidos to Rolissa, 
I took up my abode in the house where the 
French General LabDrde was lodged' before the 
battle. 

October 7. — ^March to Torves Vedras, lea^a^ 
Vimieira^ where the battle was fought before tht 
Convention of Cintra^ io our right. AtToivw 
Vedras we enter our position. Here we are to 
halt^ and put a stop to the progress of the 
French army. What will be the event must be 
left to the decision of time^ and to the genius of 
Wellington on one side^ and Massena on^ the 
other. Our, position extends from the sea to the 
Tag^^ through Ponte de Rol> Torres Yedcas, 
the great fort in the rear of Sobral^ and Alhandra. 
This line is strongly fortified at^particular points^ 
by redoubts^ containing guns upon sea-carriages. 
These forts will be occupied by a mixture of Bn^ 
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tish and Portuguese artillery, a few British and 
Portuguese regiments of the line, Portuguese mi- 
litia, and ordonaDces, which correspond to our 1 
yeomanry. This disposition leaves the British and 
. Portuguese troops of the line free to act in move- 
ahle columnB, and consequently to oppose the . 
enemy in any part of the line ^vhich he may at- 
tempt to penetrate. 1 must observe, that this | 
first line is again supported by redoubts in the 
rear, commanding the different roads, and most 
vulnerable points. In addition to this most for- 
midable barrier in his front, Massena has in his 
rear at Abrantes, 6000 Portuguese, who may 
with impunity advance as far as Punhete; Trant, 
with 8000 men, advancing on Coirabra from the 
Vouga; and Silvieras advancing to the Coa. — 
Wliatever may be the result, his situation ap- 
pears critical, • 

October 13.— March this day to Trucifal, a 
neat handsome village, one league on the road to 
Mafra. 

• October 16. — March to San Sebasteo. These 
movements were made, as the French have shewn 
no, disposition to move on our left, but are con- 
centrating their forces between Ronda and the 
Tagus. 
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October ld«-^MoTe to Cardozes^ to be nearer 
the enemy. This day I learn that Trant has 
taken 5^000 French at Coimbra^ principally sick; 
and that Mortier has been obliged to abandon his 
mtention of joining Massena^ on account of in- 
surrections in Andalusia. Desertions are very 
freqnent this day^ 60. Massena's situation seems 
to be more critical every hour. All the deserters 
and prisoners^ nvhom I have spoken to^ univer- 
sally declare that they get no bread : iheat so 
far they have received^ but this supply cannot 
last^ unless thejr open a communication with their 
rear^ or ats'OBs the Ti^us^ which latter Hi^ are 
supposed to be attempting ; proVably at Santarem^ 
or Salvaterra : when their bridge is made I hope 
we may be fortimate cabugh to destroy it — ^the 
river is rapid and will favour any operation of 
that kind. It would appear^ from the intercepted 
letters froni Berthier to Massraa^ that the latter 
bad been almost forced into his present situation^ 
Buonaparte seeming to have an equal contempt 
for our numbers and the quality of the troops 
with whom we are acting: this account states 
the army that was to enter Portugal^ to consist 
of 60.000 men^ and 6000 cavalry to keep up his 
communication with the rear ; but, however^ our 
polls at Abrantes, at Ourem^ I^yria^ Penich^, 
Ohid«| and Silviera's foree^ which is now sup-- 
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pcMd td hive feafefa^d tUc GoiEi^ i»4i<!atei that the 
edmtnuiikatki^s with the rebr ritl^t be vcorj imr 
perfect indeed; and should he atfieitajpft to eriisft 
theTagiis/ a veij large feirce must be detathed^ 
» \?e hare garrisenarat Badajos; Elyak, OUVeni^ak, 
and otiier pktres. 



Jfewmfi^' ?• — AatUis iKias the day fixed for 
ihB . entertiiimient at MafrB^ it >¥liich Marbfaal 
Bel'esfbrd ^5 to ke mvestctt #i<ih the oMerof 
Ihe Bath> I took the opportimity i^ setting lefT 
i^ar}y> that I might be eaabled to ^ramlBuie the 
moi^ cblebrated lesidejioe orthe Kiogs of Pofto- 
gal^ and obe ^ ihe most ixiagbhiccbt edtfees i& 
the World* The firet vtobe txf this pakicie and 
cotiY^t vnis kid by John V: in 1717. Like the 
Escurial^ it ^mis built tn icon jequdnce of a pious 
tow; and I should apprehend was intended to 
rival it ia point of mtk. The boilding is «;eterfy 
square ; I p^ced its f#oiit^ ^ich i judge to he 
about SSO yards. The lAost firomiaimt (pant.^f 
this building; is tieeupied by a magiiifi^nt<dHii«eh 
i» the fot^u of a cirosB, If^h e besatiful cupula; 
^tte v^hole composbd 'of white and rbd vnrblds^ 
executed with gteat taste. ^Riere 'are i^ lai^ 
orgaii^^ for which sansic has been eiifmvAy ooni- 
poted %y a Hoied profiiiiebt : and«(flie idiWt of 
the six organs ^a^ing togetfadr> km intfatt>)r 
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AF^MWnm^S/ >*M.ftB#^«e,,/l/i^jttjrlpey, ,cap 

to a |)i|i;cji ,t0ffi8, :M ii» |fo#ni^« are jjft^Moi?- 
»f «lj fq^ j^ff^Uv^g pjf ^ellp. The .cffn\ef\t 
(Contain^ , W iftis pglftcp gaye ^Jielter fof ji»prly tp 
•^00 friaiis, yih^ ]^y<e. their ^]Ji$,fel[ector|e9, cba- 
peK w4^F«!ryttijirg uf p^^lljr fftj^nji ^^ largje jcpin- 
,?^^e. 'JV ,pi9gk# a^fi |it4l|^ ^pqie i;^ucpd tp 
tWrty.. Jfl^jpTBaft 9f j^fjjpjtjafie is coffjta^ 

tfee bft»ll#<We»t wi4 l^e»t MV^W *" PpF^HS*^; * 

jra^ .niS#.y ^,tb|B iSn^ifj^ pf^y^^ J^J8<qi{i«^ ; jbvjt 
.Jk^etb<!4y/»f dijfiflitj-, . jf J ji^j^ajr jf^ ff wo i|^ l?u^jt, 
. jftWt bp fluivif fdle^. yhe Hrg«P ?f hic^i <}9Htaift8 

.msnl^. , Thfc.>««8 ^ i}^,|fajyk,9f the.I*rjp,^e 
liarly with Ih? .moflflic^ jf^jar^, ^cpjjiptf^V'?*^® 

;#etp<k»te>*f..(i^R««t>I^ng (ftpra .«)i€;ry thiqg ,1 
«att£lef^rr){I.b#lie«e tw. ^ }» . ^n.yRrigij^ ,a,n|d 
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intimacy with the Court of the Brazils is a matter 
of the utmost consequence; and much may be 
due to his good faiths as he is likely^ from his 
age, to govern for many years. The stair-cases 
and galleries of this palace are yery numerous 
and magnificent; and the public apartments yery 
extensive; some of them are painted al fresco, 
the audience-chamber with great taste. The 
apartments are hung with old tapestry, which 
had, however, been taken down froim the greater 
number. On the tiight of the great entertain- 
ment, the stair-cases were strewed with laurel, 
and lined with English and Portuguese soldiers. 
The Regency, General Officers, and their per- 
sonal Staff, were invited to dinner, and a few la- 
dies of the two nations ; and in the evening, those 
officers of the army who could be spared from 
their duty. Before the dinner. Marshal Bieres- 
ford was knighted, and invested with the insignia 
of the order. Mafra is distant five leagues from 
Lisbon. From the roof of the palace, which is 
used as a walk, there is an extensive view of the 
sea, the Rock of Lisbon, and of Cintra. The 
park is very extensive, it may contain 8000 acres; 
parts of it have beautiful woods of the green 
oak and cork ; but it is generally covered with 
heath : it abounds in deer and smaller game. — 
The gardens of the palace are very insignificant. 
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Through the park we have part of our second 
line of defence, 

. November 89, — I returned this day from Pe- 
niche^baviDg been completely drenched with rain. 
The distance from hence (Torres Yedras) is six 
leagues. Two leagues on the road I passed 
through Yimieira^ which derives its celebrity 
from the action between Lord Weltii^on and 
Junot. The ground which, we took up was ex- 
tremely strong ; the mq,in body being posted upoa 
two heights^ with an advance on a rising, ground 
in front of the town. Our main body was not 
only strongly posted from its commanding sitm^-; 
tion, but the ground wasr intersected in its front 
by hedges^ ditches^ and mostly planted with vine-, 
yards^ which becomes a serious obstruction in 
the summer^ and yrould put any body of men into 
disorder. In pursuing my ride to Penich^^ haying 
passed heath nearly the whole way> I arrived on 
the sands which connect the penmsulf ipith thu 
main land. General B^^t*^ vfho conupandq^ 
has established a depdt of repruits for the Portu- 
guese army. Here they werp to h^ve been drilled 
^n4 ^en|; tQ their regiments finished soldiers ; but 
unfortunately^ the Rq^ncy thought ihqr migbt 
take advantage of the opportunity to clear theif 
gaols in adding to the General's command* Two 



tUxiikhi'^ligihSM of^V^i^ s<Ai 'HeU sdtit IiiHt ; 
and in a short time, a fever, / occa^rdnfed bjr \iiU! 
disorders whicu had been contracted in every 
giih "iW^ikiii^oi&y ^^i avniy *ltfO olT the 
i^miii; «ntf ^m tJf tJife WMWtaHte ^ m t<rwW 
<rri»ferircli^. Whe"6'^e aflrfvfea; ^ found Wie 
^a^! cfeftofldd ^ ib'ini Mflttfti;' Ctfen. B*»*** 
^ift'tbfe'nibi-e ditffJbVesittfe part itfftfe fbrdfe, ftkr- 

m^'umm'^iMii&iki mmt^: Ttik^^mi win} 

I«inilffaitt^ Mifed^i^'6f imi^ %iibrtan(^, om- 
iti^irMi^t ^f %i^b^ii^^<'o¥ iti rOkdst^d.- It tnigbt 

^ed^ffiyHftbdtf'it %' tin^ "a^pttkt^ i^oh ^ 
fi'i«rt'«"Wttffe' tfiift fillftO ^d*; hiS' 4rtvJttiWs irf<^ 
ikiBM Ite Ve'9^»ti^ Vf'iU m-aM ih^ iihes 
dmHi^tk^'j^mn^ik, i^hithatekmih itt'ex- 
mt-'kiM WAlSfiitme^eim^ eniaiade dny ap- 
|irf6ii<<6B'^i'^V^tiefie^«oti^«t iTe e^fiHsh^ snf^ 

Wfe iHHAHl V WCitMM, ' m&e X Mas^bry, iiiia 
M^d<l»«r6iift«iiMI, ^fcieK ?s ffllM *#Ifh it^fer ai 
lij|l( ilfliil ' lli6 town ^^(nm, lAJwev^r, b« ex- 
pHtm- td ae«iA:ai^i;b> ttA i«air«ir'b20Meries «:oul4 
bft «t*^tl^ 4iili8»' ifdvt» tff ihi ^^A-bilfs, wHbin 
tifd dinttft^e k>ir IS bi- ll»0 y^Hi. Should it tm 
iliWKgfbt«ldvl<^M« to Ic^ f^hiche %erea^er, it 
mitAd Ite heiieis^t^t6 JfifQibtish -the depdti on thfe 
^Mlintvl^ «rib^ ||ieiif6^1it i Ma inight be doo^ 
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hi ihtdisUaeb0i'$AOO jar4« fr«)p the im§, 
^iii(;Ii « the eitteait of Pem^, The toum C9»; 
tiaias- alMMit SOOO whaliitaBtsi ;wbo-4«nt« /tiMr 
Inrdftood from tim pikh«cd fiahery^ iKJ^cii: wnit 
ibe verjr coniodemUe/ «l^ it f is known tpijriiM 
100,000 thoiMtmd doH^n^yfsaf^ <# yHiiwiiiral. 
The qMntity of vine ^oduci^ upiijp 1i)m UfMe 
apot ts^ Ignite ipconceiyabhj Mrh^en the m»1^ whkh 
iirofsanc^ and its e:$t0iii^ eiBfaaoigg:: m4i P#ic 
*tlitin ly800 KfitfdB^ ai«^ tMfite jiil;o^<€OMi^m^OD. 
This quantify is 'said usuaUy to aiaowt^a 1000 
pipes. To prevent tiie satid from drifiii]^ rand 
destroying the YJnes^feneeb Me saade ^ery. near 
each other witii reedsy aad with greatindustrjr. 
In addition to this, the ^eyards are surrounded 
foy solid istoae waUs... 



9^ ^F^^^r^^Wl^^^^^^^^h^'^^^^W^^l^^h^' 



This Jouimeii wm Jnterrupttd iy u trip to JEkg* 
land, mid reoommencidfrom Niza, ihe.i&tii if 
October, 1811. 



left LisboQ^ «i Mpi^y ife Slst 

of Octoher^ in a boat^ and pMceeded up the 
l\igus to Vakda^ ^Ivtve ym anrived lafeio ikt 
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evening : here our horses and mules met us ; and 
on Tuesday mornings learing the water^ we 
proceeded by land to Golegan^ having been liand- 
«omely entertained at Santarem^ by Signora 
Doqna Maria and Mr. Commissary Hji}!. On 
Wednesday, after a ride of 20 miles^ we reached 
Abrant^s, where we found it necessary to repair 
the trappings of our mules. This job not being 
oveff till the middle of Thursday, we were enabled 
to look at the fortifications, which are now b&-' 
coming respectable: several hundred peasants 
aiid Portuguese militia are employed on the 
works, superintended by the British engineers. 
In the evening of Thursday we continued our 
journey, and halted for the night at the Possada 
of Q^sa. Branco, having for our companions some 
peasants and about 200 mules and asses, which 
were conveying corn, American flour, and bars 
of iron to the army. As we were put into the 
only decent room, and that contained a man in a 
high fever, we were very happy to find ourselves 
iinder w^eigh at day-break. At this place, Niz^, 
I have got into my old quarters, in a good house ; 
and the town, which under other circumstances, 
would afibrd at least the necessaries of life^ from 
the constant passage of troops, h^s qothin^ left. . 
The country from Abrantes to this place^ 9 
leagues^ or 36 miles^ is quite new to me, but it 
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does not itflbrd a single object yirmthy of attenh 
tion^ the country bemgtneafflj^ a waste^. affording 
no variety^ as it is neatly aU eoyeied with the gum* 
cestus^ and in some places the corktree^ During 
this long space I could only observe three insigr 
fiificant villages^ through ^faich we passed; bay- 
iilg a siifficiencr^ of kuid> under caltivatioB^ to 
nmintain tbem^ the rest of this trkct being totafly 
.improdiMive> not even affording .food for pigs or 
sheep . Niza is .surrounded by ancient valls^ but 
as the town has increased of late years^ the 
greater part lies in the suburbs. : it appears^ how- 
ever; to have seen Jts; best days, affinany of the 
principal hoosefr are in ruins^ The road from 
Niza to Villa Vella lies ov^r a fidge. of mountains^ 
which join those on the opposite side of the Ta- 
gus: the river has forced, its way through them; 
biit as they seem unyrilling to allow of this sepa- 
ration^ it has been obliged to be contented with 
a very narrow passage^ forming a rapid current. 
The eagles which I had formerly seen in this wild 
spot^ continue their abode ; and three of then 
allowed . me to applroach within tweilty yards of 
them^ as they were -disputmg the remnants (tfa 
dead horse with a herd of pigs. We passed the 
night of the 26th at Sarzeda^ a solitaiy viUage, 
which has stolen a few acres of land from the em- 
pire of the gumcesttis^ which extends its reign 
over the whole of this country: from Abnmtes to 
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4#««CtII» Bhmoe^; the «piloe iof 70 mUeg^ yea dv 
mt go^:over'8}iRifes' of ;aii3r <^iii|^ else ;* add from 
home til tilidei'de^PDixte^ TO intles moT^; I'idiall 

Ik. • »'!•'.•'" • '  • ■- ' J' 

» ' 

•i tile tH»fa6tto£ the Bainrai bf OaMtelia J^<)yo, ihe 
Obfai]|)^ffB]ateiieiB^'oteiipltdb^ theiiGk offiison 
vf tbe ^Tiil}^; Gtmefaai'C^f^''^^* i% bexe ^^pvmmA. 

9^i^0f BadaJoil> ib May lasi; but thelSlLinify 
iaeiffk umr Tetlirned ttitd eontribirte riivch tto the 
atitehiiiNi'Of tbe ^ faub^ li;f' a >bint of Faroy wfaicii 
OS ^dbeTety higfat: -diiftanMsem«»( is mgmtA 
^our amoligKt Uie faigfaer dfa^e& €f Porti^uste^ 
viko appear alMVj^' to hMe money to *embaik in 
ihhi-j)ul»uit z it certainDj wduid bie of greater ad- 
TWla^ to" the xstaotiy^ if they occupied as ilat^ 
all frUptirtion (rf* tfaeir time an tlie pursuits of 
l^giitmlter^ : the ^nvi^estiis weald certainty «uf- 
iftr frolti Jl ; but m geiitleiifah in Portugal eoh- 
jdnntelids i» nia4e iiiuaself acqtiainted "with a^ 
itinUg tbat retates to the productions txf the earitfa^ 
i^elren tluese that Ibre itk the eountry . The woaiJESii 
vrf^eitiracia^Uy occupielol in khittitig stockings; I 
tiNttJki thlftM i(^ the higfher orders. 

^caber^.-^CimAaae owr nmte Hubvigh Es- 
^ato-de JKiM^ & IvagiUA^ «oA ttfae Inidgc of St. 
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JtiSH, 6vef the l*oriHal; 3 Ifeafetfiss! thiCs Hviflf 

fuhfe tHrough k fite tiWey, Shd Is ftl6tne« th6* 
brld^6 by Anotliet fitt« Valfey, tblfiing frofli tfie 
eastward : this Wditlld be a Ha^j^y ^ituktidh ifof 
a lar^6 to^n J but ohiy Scattered oltVfe trfea atod 
a tew half-eultivtit^ fieWs ktfe to bfe ^e6ti, whisrS 
natuf^ bds bj^eti ^d bdUdtifuI. tlie v^t(^i:s of th€ 
ti^t, atid ih6 fitie strtaftl i^atihidg tdtOUgh tki 

aUpd inake th6 ^hdlfe a ftii6 gdtd^b. ttaviii^ 
nit^UiiWd th« hd^hts Vi^^ got to St.'Muriin/ i 
ptidv villige ; aild at the fenfl ol t$ Iteagfoe^ 'rfeacll 
P^Ark^b; wherfc ^6 j)iit uj> iof tbe night iti thii 
(fttopty house 6? the I^^idAlgo, HjefriequfeWt move- 
ment of trod|)s has dWreti him fjfoittlidtae; whith 
must^ have bie6n tinc6mfortAble eiotigli at'^uy 
lime: Our inteiitioti VaSi to h^Ve left Pfeimmabbt 
to thd right ; but W6 mistook our IrOitl, and had 
to pass thi-ough this aticient towh o^ Ptetiamiicbi*, 
which is surrounded by walk buiit by one t)f thdt 
first Kings. From hence is fe'een to the sitfutb. 
Mount Santo, atpwnbiiilt iipoA a lofty mbilntaitt. 
As faf- as I \vas ablfe tbjudge/ at the di^atrcfe 
of 2 leagues, it cannot be less thkn 3,900 feA 
above the surrounding plains : th6 motmtain is 
cotiica), and ohe edntinued ma^s of broten gra- 

tiitb rock. That so incotivcJnientia 'situation shouM 

, .  ' » 

cdntailti Within ihe walls otf it« idtyt which fa 
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upon the highest pinnacle of the rock) a consi- 
derable population^ is more remarkable than its 
haying been originally built for the sake of se- 
curity. In the time of the Romans it was be- 
sieged 7 years. De Castro tells you, that it con- 
tains, upon its summit and in the fissure of the 
rocks, corn, wine, and oil, sufficient for its inhabi- 
tants and out of the reach of insult from an enemy. 
According to the ancient mode of warfare, it is op- 
posed to the castle of Elvas, in Spain. FromPena- 
macor we continued our route through the beau- 
tiful Vi^l de Lobo, or Valley of the Wolves, who 
are said to come down from the Estrella, in win- 
ter, in great numbers. The village of the same 
name, through which we passed, is very mise- 
rable; and from hence to St. Estevao, in the 
mountains, and on to Sabugal, the roads are ex-*- 
ecrable. At this last town we took up our abode 
for the night : it is situated on the right bank of 
the Coa, having its castle and o]d walls. The con- 
tinual passage of troops, and the havoc commit- 
ted by the French in their retreat, have reduced 
the families from 300 to 3Q. I hope it will be 
recollected, that near this place the light and 3d 
divisions of our army, defeated Regnier's corps 
in a most brilliant attack. I traced the ground 
over which I marched before the action; 'if it 
had not been for a heavy fogj which favoured the. 
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retreat of the enemy^ I can venture to say^ tbat 
we should have given a good account of half 
the corps ; as it was^ they lost 1^500 men and a 
gun; and Colonel W*****, who was their pri- 
soner at the moment^ declared to me^ that 
they retired in the greatest disorder^ cavalry, 
artillery^ infantry and haggage all mixed. At 
Sahugal there is a good stone bridge over the 
Coa. Tlie country from hence is prettily di- 
versified with the oak and chesnut^ the latter 
comes to great perfection. The hills are less 
steep than those we had to pass between Fena- 
raacor and Sabugal ; but the villages are equally 
wretched. We pass through Quinta do Cardial 
Nave, and near Alfayates^ which stands upon an 
eminence^ and has its ancient walls. This place, 
which now contains the Portuguese Brigade of 
the 3d division, is 3 miles from Aldea de Ponte ; 
where I found the 74th and 88th regiments of 
my brigade; the 45th, and companies of the 60th, 
being at Albergaria, in Spain^ 2 miles from 
hence. Here I was only allowed to remain till 
the 2d; on the morning of which day the division 
marched^ and were ordered to assemble at Pas- 
tores^ nearCiudad Roderigo, to intercept $l con-* 
voy going into the garrison ; but, unfortunately, 
the last wa^on, with a new governor* to replace 
General Regnaud, lately taken by the' Guerrillas, 
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Jkeij itfe^^Rt fox #e^|ij fi^^r ♦^fl^^b8. f^ey Jift v^ 

5^iof iy^r,^|indMC?nfipt b^ m stril^i^g to the eye 
i^f ^ daily Qj^^rit^er. Al) rthe Jtr^^fHf ess |B?[pei«d^ 
:by 0^5 ^npi^ep v^ppsjfeiU^ nvw^t ^ tlieH\^ppe^^ 

jthe pavpfrj/ ib^/?^gbwl^cbv%4iffer^w^ oImwiiw 

of tfe «p^ipy >p?Lssje;d> dpwijg ithw* pregrpssto 

.iQur liues;, «ipd wbicji^j^t^nded «ijt^Jf l^tteijy ,tp .a 

giwat4i«t^w^, ;^ed as .tjjje iqlwbitfinte ilq^i fn^^gs 

vf^i^ ovA^x^ i^ withdraw .d^riiig the ei)^my> 

^pprpafib, p«j^r,tliird ^f (tbis^opujatiw^ tals^i^pp 

rfiu a^ei- ^ge jaf ^ Fb^> Jlw* Wt pei^vraefj; flfir 

h*TetJtha\iriei^^iDipg twjp^tbii;<]U ^nBlAli ip^rfst«#d 

.the p^pvlatiQP ,(rf Ifei^t <jA»irtry rwji^cb has ^f- 

ibfded,ttieTO Jef^e. I \^^^ ^Iro^ i:iew*r]^d> 

. tba4; ^irft qf ,5;Q0 ffltnwli^s^ ^fj^t abp»ye ;tfeirty Iia«e 

^«[ftW?^d^a^l^^g^; ,fi^i% diptwfit bstw^^ Ifti^ 
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tbJafcmj e$ftiiiwitf>[jfrfli|t!j /e^tf^i^dtod. T^^P 

f ^numiog i«habi^48, v^be r are m^ Ikliieii^^;^ 
jeitlier from MtMifil .ifsycUfvM^ ^w ifwt wit/it 
The cattle .0/r the^^tO^wtcy brfttl^ ^^t.fiptit^ 
diwfpmveA; wniB^x^ <^ere.4ia%ff|itk|ft to ljii)i 

rto^eofisi; Tilpa iNAs; ^1h«)i I b^^.A^^n-dcM^ril^ 
jm hdu^imi ^davfk ^Itow^: <|^ jtaj|^,fkprep<MHl^- 
aoi^r: rover, the lieath ftpd ]gDiweatUi;, xBOst of jth^ 
art itQW>gro«!iwjS i9p^ with w^eda, a»d will ver^ 
aooR DetiMb ^ .tbw" iiifttivip hmt^* • Near t]|^ 
iow»8. «ad vUHig^ in Pwtusa^^ . ,tb^ ^^^^ ^^^ 
j^eftMrallj eiicl#«e4 flvrith; loofe ^ne wdls^,; 
-^tfanmgh ihe^ a* Iffaycdler has cofiunORly to {if^s 
for ^ome ^isianc^ Tbo Ti(94 <b|^?reen the/fe 

eiataoee of the fl^dAerjj b»ire ^eepcaUaw^tto 
Uoek.tbem Ufi^ .Ati4 no ^Uempt.h^i^g made to 
sqntif tiien, itiofitoa .befB^owes 4tf)geroyB to a(« 
fvclach the ^ioytnm to ^pid <^biB^ ft- breach is 



96 



liigliwa]^ are consequentty exposed to dedtrnc-- 
tion. When I arii an inhabitant why he does 
not plant vegetables-^^'It wouW only be for the 
soldiers,'* he replies. ' To add io the destruction^ 
when a part- of the army arrives at a canton- 
ment, immediately horses^ mules^ and asses are 
turned loose into the inclos^res. This may be 
avoided by a well-organised corps ; but it gene- 
rally happens^ and the mischief is often irrepar- 
able, before the unfortunate inhabitants have had 
time to make their representations^ supposing 
them not to have 4ed. It is, however, far worse 
when the commissariat mules approach, then 
nothing is respected; and as they often keep out 
of the reach of officers of rank, they are allowed 
to create havoc with impunity. When a dismal 
story reaches the ear of a superior officer, before 
he can put a stop to destruction, the swarm of 
mules are committing a repetition of outrage ki 
another devoted spot. The extent of mischief 
may be measured by the number of brigade 
mules : in the third division only thefy amount to 
six hundred. Another fatal instrument of de- 
' struction are small detachments, going from, and 
coming to join the army, principally consisting 
of the sick : these parties are left to the com- 
mand of subaltern officers ; and too often, I am 
sorry to say, they neglect their duty, often Idavii^ 



* _ — _. 



97 



their parties to march bj themselves^ and when 
arrived at the end of their day'js march^ giving ho 
directions to enforce regularity. This is felt like 
a Might along the whole line of communication^ 
from Lisbon to the army. Lord Wellington's 
repeated orders to enforce regularity^ althougli 
they may have checked^ have not cured the evih 
When a soldier is sick or wounded; he fancies 
himself above law^ but the unfortunate inhabi-* 
tant finds that he has still force left to plunder^ 
'and commit devastation. Want of subordination 
.and proper regulations in aa army^ has a stronger 
tendency to cause its o^n destruction^ than can 
be supposed by a common observer ; nor have I 
ever met with any military author^ that has suffix 
ciently discussed this part of the subject. If the 
troops in a country^ which has long been the seat 
of war^ wtiose resources are exhausted^ whose' 
magistrates have fled^ or whose power is become 
despicable — if in suchaeountry^ parties tosupply 
the soldiers' wants are not properly organized, 
and invariably under the orders of officers, the 
doors, windows, floors, and ultimately the roofs 
of houses, will be burnt for fuel, the green fields 
will be consumed for forage, and the soldiers, 
particularly those attending officers, will have an 
excuse for. going to a distance, and laying their 
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hands upon .every thing without distinction-^^ 
What will be the consequence ? The jesouroes 
of months will be consumed in a few dajs ; the 
soldiers^ in the ruins of those yery houses which 
ih^ themselves have r^idered uninhabitable^ will 
contract diseases^ which will cause tiie death of 
many^ and disable mady more ; the forage hav- 
ing been want(Hily consumed, those animals des- 
tined to carry provisions or baggage, will be 
starved; and the army^ ultimately, from disease 
occasioned by privations^ be obliged to abandon 
its object^ 'and to retire into a new country^ 
which will in its turn have to suffer. Had the 
French adopted sufficient precautions^ Masseija 
would not have been obliged to retire at so early 
a period from our lines before Lisbon. But' in 
r^ard to interior economy, however imperfect 
we may be^ yet in this we far excel ou!r enemy. 

Jcmuary 4/ ISlS.-r-Ai nine o'clock this morn« 
ing my .brigade marched from Aldea de Ponte^ in 
Portugal, to Robledo, in Spain, the distance of 
S6 miles, through a continued wcfod of oak. W« ' 
crossed the Agueda at the Ponte de YiHan. In 
many places the snow was knee deep, add con- 
tinued to fall during the day till two o'clock. 
The bead of* the column did not resch itobledo 



99 



till an hour after dark^ and the rear at midnight^ 
leaving between 3 and 400 on the road ; two 
died on the march^ and several since of fatigue. 
The 5th we inarched two leagues to Saaga ; and 
on the 6th we continued our jgiiarch to Zamora, 
On the 8th the place of Ciudad Roderigo was in- 
Tested ; and at dusk in the evening, a small fort> 
containing fifty of the enemy^ and three guns^ 
was taken by assault by the light division. Dur- 
ing this night that division made a lodgement; 
and on the following day (9th )^ the first division 
commenced the first parlallel. The 10th, they 
were relieved by the fourth division; and the 
11th by the third division. We had to march 
about eleven miles to the trenches. We march- 
ed this day at seven o'clock in the morniiig — 
were relieved the following day at one o'clock 
by the light division. My brigade lost this day 
2 killed^ 17 wOunded, and 2 of the 60th deserted 
to the enemy. The fatigue of the march, and 
the severity of the work (being one half of the 
time in the trenches), will be more severely felt 
t^an the loss by the enemy's cannon. The loss 
^lir-the whole division was 53 ; of whom about 5 
were kitt^. As there is only one house in the 
neighbourhood, which is reserved for the wound- 
ed, we were \ll obliged to asleep out, and the 
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cold was intense. This may be called 'severe 
campaigning — I hope we may be rewarded by 
the speedy surrender of the town. 



^^*^*^*^0^*^*^*»rr^g^».»r^m*i 



This faithful Journal of the Campaign in Spain 
and Portugal, and true Picture of these wi- 
happy Countries, is thus abruptly concluded by 

. the Death of the gallant Writer, at the Siege 
of Cituiad Roderigo. We need not here give our 
readers a detail of the series of events that ted 
to the capture of that fortress, the ability with 
which the operations were planned and prose- 
cuted, the rapidity and bravery with which it was 
carried, are still themes of just and universal 
eulogium. It remains only for us to state the 
circumstances of General Mackinnoh* s fall. 

» 

^' A SHORT time previous to Ibeal- 
tack^ which commenced a few minutes before 
•even in the eveoing^ he was employed in writing. 
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with the greatest ease and composure^ on some fa- 
miliar subjects^ to bis friends ; and bis spirits were 
remarked by those near him to be uncommonly 
good; a circttmstance of the greatest importance 
^t the impending crisis^ when all the faculties of 
his soul^ it might naturally be expected^ were to 
be called into action, and \vhich alone could se- 
cure a perfect scope to the exertions of the mind. 

'' His directions were to attack the principal 
breach in the centre of the walls of Ciudad Ro« 
derigo; and precisely at seven o'clock^ by the 
light of the moon^ the column (consisting of the 
45th^ 74tb^ and 88th regiments) which he com- 
manded^ rushed out of the second parallel to the 
assault^ under a tremendous fire from the enemy, 
exhibiting to that part of the army not engaged a 
sight most awful and sublime. The breach 
which he attacked was found suflBiciently large 
to admit of at least a hundred men abreast of 
each other ; but the enemy had attempted to cut 
off its communication with the ramparts^ by 
throwing up a parapet on the left, and by cut- 
ting down the rampart on the right; an object, 
however, which, from want of time, they had not 
effectually accomplished. When the head of the 
column had reached the ditch, some trifling de- 



I;^ wM occasioned by tbe deficiency of the cnm-' 
1>er of ecftling-ladderi ;, an impedimeot which, 
though aloioet immediately reoiovedj afforded an 
(^portunity to tbe assailaot^ on the left to attack 
the enemy on the ramparts, and to the columns 
on the right to co-operate in asiaulting the 
breach. O* reaching tbe smnmit a grand mine 
ytM sprung, and a few minutes after a. small one, 
though, fortunately, with little effect or injury 
to our troops. Gen. Mackinivon, having iii thef 
moit gallant manner couipletcfy secured the |>os- 
session of tbe bceacfa, and fiodiag no &irth» 
opposition i&aim tbe enemy in. that qvarter, or- 
dered tke SStih rc^imeat to the right on tlie ram- 
parts, and proooeded himself with' the 74tb t^ 
tbe left. On clam^bering over the parapet just 
desciiibed, which .had ^been caisedasan obstrucT 
fion to any conumnncation with the rampart, a 
magazine ibelongin^ fto theeoemy blew up near 
febe bt^eacb, Tbe-voice of tbe General bad beea 
heard just prfeivlous to tbe explosion by bis aid< 
flu-canip, wbo immediately afterwards received 
Ensign Beresfonl in bis arms, and was informed 
by iiim that the General tbad that instant been 
blown up. General Mackimion, it is conjeoturec^ 
"was -close to him at tbe time, a&j when his bri- 
gade divided on tbe breach to proceed to the 
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right and left^ he was heard to say to Ensign 
Beresford, '^ Come, Beresford, you are a fine lad, 
we will go together/' He was supposed, however, 
during the whole of the night, to be living, and 
his body was not discovered till the next morning, 
wounded and scorched on the back of the head« 
It was first interred by some pioneers, under the 
order of General Picton, in the breach; but 
was afterwards removed by the ofiicers of the 
Coldstream Guards, and deposited at Espeja with 
military honours, and the highest mark of attach- 
ment to a lamented friend from that respectable 
corps. 



*♦ 
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